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Ephesians 4:7-16 (page 812) 
NIV 

7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.
 8

 This is why it says: "When 

he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men."
 9
 (What does "he ascended" 

mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions?
 10

 He who descended is the very one 

who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)
 11

 It was he who gave 

some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,
 

12
 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up

 13
 until we 

all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to 

the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
 14

 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and 

forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 

craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.
 15

 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all 

things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.
 16

 From him the whole body, joined and held 

together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

 
Love does not modify the facts—Love changes the MOTIVE for addressing those facts and 
the DEMEANOR of the person addressing them 
 
“We will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” 

 

The issue now is are you going to grow up INTO HIM or are going to grow up into other 
things 
 

Colossians 1:9-20 (page 817) 
NIV 

9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and 

asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.
 

10
 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every 

way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,
 11

 being strengthened with 

all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and 

joyfully
 12

 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints 

in the kingdom of light.
 13

 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into 

the kingdom of the Son he loves,
 14

 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
 15

 He is the 

image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.
 16

 For by him all things were created: things 

in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 

things were created by him and for him.
 17

 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
 

18
 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 

dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.
 19

 For God was pleased to have all his 

fullness dwell in him,
 20

 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or 

things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

 

 

Colossians 2:18-23(page 818) 



2 
 
NIV 

18 Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for 

the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs 

him up with idle notions.
 19

 He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole body, 

supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.
 20

 Since you 

died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you 

submit to its rules:
 21

 "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"?
 22

 These are all destined to perish 

with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings.
 23

 Such regulations indeed have 

an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh 

treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence. 

 
First, JESUS IS PREEMINENT in all things at all times in all places—Secondly, regardless of 
how religious sounding or appearing something or someone is, if they have LOST 
CONNECTION WITH THE HEAD—JESUS—then whatever the say or do does not work 
 
“From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 

builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” 

 

The dominant concept here is the concept of INTERCONNECTEDNESS 

 

Scripture has no understanding of the American concept of PERSONAL OR PRIVATE 
FAITH—Every definition of Christian life in the New Testament is COMMUNITY BASED 
 
 
We are in this thing TOGETHER—We are in this thing together BY THE DESIGN OF GOD   
 
 
My Next Step 
 
I need to adjust the source and the framework of my value system to reflect the authority of Jesus. 
 
I need to adjust my perspective from independent to community. 


