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Our culture says that if my SEX were better than my LIFE would be better—God says if your 
LIFE were better than your SEX would be better   
 
The data is overwhelming in its support of the INTELLIGENCE of God’s STATEMENTS 
REGARDING SEXUALITY and yet we act as if He has nothing relevant to say about the 
subject 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 (page 820) 
NIV 

1 Thessalonians 4:1 Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in 

fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more.
 2
 For you 

know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.
 3

 It is God's will that you 

should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality;
 4

 that each of you should learn to control 

his own body in a way that is holy and honorable,
 5
 not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not 

know God;
 6
 and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The 

Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you.
 7

 For God did not 

call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.
 8

 Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject 

man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit. 

 
The premise for Paul is that if there really is A GOD then He POSSESSES THE RIGHT to tell us 
what to do 
 
Paul separates or places in contrast SANCTIFICATION from SEXUAL IMMORALITY 
 
Sanctification means to be DEDICATED TO or CONNECTED TO God—Ethically it means to 
live in a manner consistent with THE CHARACTER OF GOD   
 
What God desires is to be CLOSE TO US (that we be sanctified) and that to be close to Him 
we have to be far away from (abstain from) SEXUAL IMMORALITY (GR, porneia) 
 
In regards to our bodies he says we should possess them in SANCTIFICATION and HONOR 
 

1 Corinthians 6:18-20 (page 794) 
NIV 

1 Corinthians 6:18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, 

but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.
 19

 Do you not know that your body is a temple of 

the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;
 20

 you were 

bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

 
Our value is set by what God was WILLING TO PAY 
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The word passion is modified by the word lustful, and together the words mean that 
conducting ourselves based upon strong sexual urges or emotions instead of obedience to 
God is not right 
 
Not only have we been bought with a price that sets the value of who we are as TOO HIGH 
for us to be involved in immorality, the price paid for others sets their value as TOO HIGH 
to be treated like that 
 
To “wrong” someone means to cross a line or STEP OVER A BOUNDARY that has been set—
To “take advantage” means to TAKE BY DECEPTION 
 
God is the avenger on behalf of all those we have taken advantage of, pretending they were 
not worthy of being treated according to the VALUE THAT GOD SAYS THEY POSSESS 
 
The opposite of this is sexuality inside an ACTUAL COVENANT.  Covenant means one 
person, for life, publically and legally recognized 
 
For us who claim to be Christ followers—Christians—our sexuality is to be expressed 
INSIDE OF A COVENANT 
 

1 Corinthians 7:3-4 (page 794) 
NIV 

1 Corinthians 7:3 The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to 

her husband.
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 The wife's body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, 

the husband's body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife. 

 
My Next Step 
I need to start honoring God with my body. 
 
I need to honor others and their bodies according to who God says they are according to how 
valuable God says they are. 


