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The Gospel of John - Believing That We Might Have Life  -- Part Thirteen – February 23, 2014 

 

John 10:1-21 (page 748)   

 

What is your response when Jesus says something you DO NOT UNDERSTAND 

 

Because Jesus is addressing two groups of people (followers/potential followers and adversaries) HE MIXES 

HIS ILLUSTRATIONS 

 

John 10:1  “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up 

some other way, he is a thief and a robber.  2 “But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep. 

 

Jesus is going to assert that He is the GOOD SHEPHERD that can be trusted and that others – people like 

His opponents – are in fact taking advantage of the sheep for their own benefit – they are ROBBERS AND 

THIEVES 

 

John 10:3  “To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out.  4 “When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 

know his voice.  5 “A stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the 

voice of strangers.”  6 This figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those things 

were which He had been saying to them. 

 

It is the PRESENCE and the LEADING of Jesus in our life that gives us comfort 

 

John 10:   So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  8  “All who came 

before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.  9 “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, 

he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.  10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 

came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

 

As sheep we need A GOOD SHEPHERD.  As sheep we need to be LISTENING FOR AND FOLLOWING the 

voice of the Good Shepherd 

 

John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.  12 “He who is a hired 

hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, 

and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.  13 “He flees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about 

the sheep.  14 “I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me,  15 even as the Father knows 

Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.  16 “I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; 

I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd.  17 “For 

this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  18 “No one has taken it 

away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take 

it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.” 

 

The first concern here is WHO DO YOU BELIEVE in and WHO ARE YOU FOLLOWING   

 

My Next Step 

I need to decide how I am going to respond to Jesus when I do not understand – Is He wrong or am I confused? 

 

I need to accept the challenge being presented by the Apostle John – I need to believe (trust in a way that it 

controls my thoughts, emotions, and actions) in who Jesus is. 


