
1 
 
The Gospel of John - Believing That We Might Have Life - Part Fourteen 

March 2, 2014 

 

John is giving us an account of the life of Jesus on this planet that is designed to generate in us a belief – 

A CONVICTION THAT LEADS TO AN ACTION – that causes us to enter into a proper relationship 

WITH OUR CREATOR that leads to being PROPERLY RELATED TO ONE ANOTHER 
 

There is no greater evidence to Jesus’ claim of deity than to demonstrate POWER OVER DEATH 
 

1 Corinthians 15:22-26 (page 801) For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.
 23 

But each in 

turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.
 24 

Then the end will come, when he 

hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.
 25 

For he 

must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
 26 

The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  

 

John 11:1-44 (page 748) Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and 

her sister Martha.
 2 

(This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on 

the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.)
 3 

So the sisters sent word to Jesus, "Lord, the one you love is sick."
 4 

When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son 

may be glorified through it."
 5 

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.
 6 

So when he heard that 

Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days,
 7 

and then he said to his disciples, "Let us go back to 

Judea."
 8 

"But Rabbi," they said, "a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going 

back?"
 9 

Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not 

stumble, for they see by this world's light.
 10 

It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have 

no light."
 11 

After he had said this, he went on to tell them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going 

there to wake him up."
 12 

His disciples replied, "Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better."
 13 

Jesus had been speaking 

of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.
 14 

So then he told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead,
 15 

and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him."
 16 

Then Thomas (also 

known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him."
 17 

On his 

arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.
 18 

Now Bethany was less than two 

miles from Jerusalem,
 19 

and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their 

brother.
 20 

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.
 21 

"Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
 22 

But I know that even 

now God will give you whatever you ask."
 23 

Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."
 24 

Martha 

answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."
 25 

Jesus said to her, "I am the 

resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die;
 26 

and whoever lives by 

believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?"
 27 

"Yes, Lord," she replied, "I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world."
 28 

After she had said this, she went back and called her 

sister Mary aside. "The Teacher is here," she said, "and is asking for you."
 29 

When Mary heard this, she got up 

quickly and went to him.
 30 

Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha 

had met him.
 31 

When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she 

got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.
 32 

When Mary 

reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, "Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died."
 33 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 

weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 
34 

"Where have you laid him?" he asked. "Come and see, 

Lord," they replied.
 35 

Jesus wept.
 36 

Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!"
 37 

But some of them said, 

"Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?"
 38 

Jesus, once more 

deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance."
 39 

"Take away the stone," 

he said. "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been 

there four days."
 40 

Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?"
 41 

So 

they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me.
 42 

I knew 
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that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that 

you sent me."
 43 

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"
 44 

The dead man came 

out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off 

the grave clothes and let him go."  

 

The good news about the Good News is that JESUS HAS POWER over the one thing none of us can do 

much about 
 

1 Corinthians 15:21-28 NLT 

So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead has begun 

through another man.
 22 

Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ 

will be given new life.
 23 

But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised as the first of the harvest; 

then all who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back.
 24 

After that the end will come, when he will 

turn the Kingdom over to God the Father, having destroyed every ruler and authority and power.
 25 

For Christ 

must reign until he humbles all his enemies beneath his feet.
 26 

And the last enemy to be destroyed is death.
 27 

For the Scriptures say, "God has put all things under his authority." (Of course, when it says "all things are 

under his authority," that does not include God himself, who gave Christ his authority.)
 28 

Then, when all things 

are under his authority, the Son will put himself under God's authority, so that God, who gave his Son authority 

over all things, will be utterly supreme over everything everywhere.  

 

Jesus, through mercy, grace, and forgiveness empowered by His own resurrection is able to DELIVER 

US FROM DEATH and to take back the authority given by the Law for Satan to claim the souls of all 

humanity 

 

Colossians 2:9-15 (page 822) For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,
 10 

and in Christ you 

have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority.
 11 

In him you were also 

circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off 

when you were circumcised by Christ,
 12 

having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised 

with him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.
 13 

When you were dead in 

your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,
 14 

having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it 

away, nailing it to the cross.
 15 

And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of 

them, triumphing over them by the cross. 

 

My Next Step  

I choose to believe that Jesus has the power to give me life. 

 


