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March 4, 2012 
Dennis Webber 
Ephesians Series (2012) - Part One 
 
The Letter to the Ephesians gives us an understanding of who we are in the continuum of 
God’s working with HUMANITY and how we should live as the current expression of THE 
PEOPLE OF GOD on the planet 
 
NIV Ephesians 1:1-2 (page 811) 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ 
Jesus: 2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Messenger 
 
Paul clearly understands that he is not sent by his own choosing but by the DIRECT 
CHOOSING OF GOD 
 
  “he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and 

the sons of Israel;  
  for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.”  
 
God appoints messengers who know the God they are speaking for and are willing to SUFFER 
FOR THE CAUSE OF SHARING THEIR MESSAGE.  Self appointed messengers who do not 
know the God they say they are speaking for MAKE OTHERS SUFFER while they deliver their 
message 
 
The Recipients of the Message 
 
Paul says that the people he is writing to are SAINTS and that they are FAITHFUL 
 
FAITHFULNESS is part of being a saint 
 
Every Christian is by definition HOLY; set apart FROM THE WORLD and set apart UNTO GOD 
 
We must DO AWAY with the concept that somehow there is a whole class of watered down, 
under committed, sexually immoral, financially out of control people called NORMAL 
Christians with a few wacko religious freaks called SAINTS 
 
1 Peter 2:9-12 (page 840) 
NIV 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to 
God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy. 11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to 
abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans 
that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day he visits us. 
 
Holy is not OPTIONAL to who we are it is WHO WE ARE 
 
2 Peter 3:3-14 (page 843) 
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NIV 2 Peter 3:3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and 
following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our 
fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation." 5 But they deliberately 
forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by 
water. 6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word 
the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men. 8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like 
a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, 
as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with 
a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 11 
Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live 
holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring 
about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping 
with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of 
righteousness. 14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be 
found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 
 
My Next Step 
I need to accept the power and forgiveness of God in my life, allowing and cooperating with God in 
my being set apart from the world and unto Him. 
 
I need to reject the things in my life that have made me less than holy. 
 


