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The Gospel of John - Believing That We Might Have Life - Part Fourteen (part 2) 

March 9, 2014 

 

John 11:1-44 (page 748) Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and 

her sister Martha.
 2 

(This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on 

the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.)
 3 

So the sisters sent word to Jesus, "Lord, the one you love is sick."
 4 

When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son 

may be glorified through it."
 5 

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.
 6 

So when he heard that 

Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days,
 7 

and then he said to his disciples, "Let us go back to 

Judea."
 8 

"But Rabbi," they said, "a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going 

back?"
 9 

Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not 

stumble, for they see by this world's light.
 10 

It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have 

no light."
 11 

After he had said this, he went on to tell them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going 

there to wake him up."
 12 

His disciples replied, "Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better."
 13 

Jesus had been speaking 

of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.
 14 

So then he told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead,
 15 

and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him."
 16 

Then Thomas (also 

known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him."
 17 

On his 

arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.
 18 

Now Bethany was less than two 

miles from Jerusalem,
 19 

and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their 

brother.
 20 

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.
 21 

"Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
 22 

But I know that even 

now God will give you whatever you ask."
 23 

Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."
 24 

Martha 

answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."
 25 

Jesus said to her, "I am the 

resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die;
 26 

and whoever lives by 

believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?"
 27 

"Yes, Lord," she replied, "I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world."
 28 

After she had said this, she went back and called her 

sister Mary aside. "The Teacher is here," she said, "and is asking for you."
 29 

When Mary heard this, she got up 

quickly and went to him.
 30 

Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha 

had met him.
 31 

When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she 

got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.
 32 

When Mary 

reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, "Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died."
 33 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 

weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 
34 

"Where have you laid him?" he asked. "Come and see, 

Lord," they replied.
 35 

Jesus wept.
 36 

Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!"
 37 

But some of them said, 

"Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?"
 38 

Jesus, once more 

deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance."
 39 

"Take away the stone," 

he said. "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been 

there four days."
 40 

Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?"
 41 

So 

they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me.
 42 

I knew 

that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that 

you sent me."
 43 

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"
 44 

The dead man came 

out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off 

the grave clothes and let him go."  

 

The good news about the Good News is that JESUS HAS POWER over the one thing none of us can do 

much about 

 

1 Corinthians 15:21-28 NLT 

So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead has begun 

through another man.
 22 

Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ 
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will be given new life.

 23 
But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised as the first of the harvest; 

then all who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back.
 24 

After that the end will come, when he will 

turn the Kingdom over to God the Father, having destroyed every ruler and authority and power.
 25 

For Christ 

must reign until he humbles all his enemies beneath his feet.
 26 

And the last enemy to be destroyed is death.
 27 

For the Scriptures say, "God has put all things under his authority." (Of course, when it says "all things are 

under his authority," that does not include God himself, who gave Christ his authority.)
 28 

Then, when all things 

are under his authority, the Son will put himself under God's authority, so that God, who gave his Son authority 

over all things, will be utterly supreme over everything everywhere.  

 

 

Jesus, through mercy, grace, and forgiveness empowered by His own resurrection is able to DELIVER 

US FROM DEATH and to take back the authority given by the Law for Satan to claim the souls of all 

humanity 

 

Colossians 2:9-15 (page 822) For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,
 10 

and in Christ you 

have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority.
 11 

In him you were also 

circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off 

when you were circumcised by Christ,
 12 

having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised 

with him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.
 13 

When you were dead in 

your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,
 14 

having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it 

away, nailing it to the cross.
 15 

And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of 

them, triumphing over them by the cross. 

 

The other point is that even in the face of OVERWHELMING EVIDENCE, people who have decided to 

not believe are not going TO BE CONVINCED 
 

Luke 16:19-31 (page 730) "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury 

every day.
 20 

At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores
 21 

and longing to eat what fell 

from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.
 22 

"The time came when the beggar died and 

the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried.
 23 

In Hades, where he was in 

torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.
 24 

So he called to him, 'Father 

Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I 

am in agony in this fire.'
 25 

"But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good 

things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.
 26 

And besides all 

this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you 

cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.'
 27 

"He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to 

my family,
 28 

for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of 

torment.'
 29 

"Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.'
 30 

"'No, father 

Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.'
 31 

"He said to him, 'If they do 

not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"  

 

People who are committed to SIN AND SELF-RULE are not going to change their minds in the face of 

overwhelming evidence, including resurrection from the dead   
 

John 11:45-54 (page 749) Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him.
 46 

But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.
 47 

Then the 

chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. "What are we accomplishing?" they asked. 

"Here is this man performing many signs.
 48 

If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then 

the Romans will come and take away both our temple and our nation."
 49 

Then one of them, named Caiaphas, 
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who was high priest that year, spoke up, "You know nothing at all!

 50 
You do not realize that it is better for you 

that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish."
 51 

He did not say this on his own, but as high 

priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation,
 52 

and not only for that nation but also 

for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one.
 53 

So from that day on they plotted 

to take his life.
 54 

Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the people of Judea. Instead he 

withdrew to a region near the wilderness, to a village called Ephraim, where he stayed with his disciples.  

 

Jesus is never easy to believe in because He is always behaving in ways that are OUTSIDE OUR 

EXPECTATIONS 
 

Because we have inherited the disease of sin in our human DNA, SOMETHING IN US IS GOING TO DIE 

— Either our eternal soul will die in its eternal separation from our Creator — or that sinful part of us 

will die now so that we can be changed, transformed, made new so that we can live in eternal relationship 

with God 
 

Galatians 2:20 (page 811) I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 

life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 

Matthew 16:21-27 (page 687) From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and 

that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.
 22 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 

"Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!"
 23 

Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, 

Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 

concerns."
 24 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take 

up their cross and follow me.
 25 

For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for 

me will find it.
 26 

What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can 

anyone give in exchange for their soul?
 27 

For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his 

angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done.  

 

1 Peter 2:21-25 (page 851) To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, 

that you should follow in his steps.
 22 

"He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth."
 23 

When 

they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted 

himself to him who judges justly.
 24 

"He himself bore our sins" in his body on the cross, so that we might die to 

sins and live for righteousness; "by his wounds you have been healed."
 25 

For "you were like sheep going 

astray," but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  

 

Matthew 25:31-46 (page 695) "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will 

sit on his glorious throne.
 32 

All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one 

from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
 33 

He will put the sheep on his right and the goats 

on his left.
 34 

"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 

inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.
 35 

For I was hungry and you gave me 

something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,
 36 

I 

needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 

me.'
 37 

"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 

give you something to drink?
 38 

When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 

you?
 39 

When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'
 40 

"The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'
 41 

"Then he will say 

to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels.
 42 

For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,
 43 

I 

was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison 
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and you did not look after me.'

 44 
"They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 

stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'
 45 

"He will reply, 'Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'
 46 

"Then they will go away to 

eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."  

 

Revelation 20:12-15 (page 872) And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 

were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what 

they had done as recorded in the books.
 13 

The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up 

the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done.
 14 

Then death and 

Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.
 15 

Anyone whose name was not 

found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.  

 

My Next Step  

Today I choose to surrender my life to the control of Jesus Christ; I choose to die to self. 

 

Today I choose to surrender to the control of Jesus that part of my life that I have been withholding from Him. 

 


