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Palm Sunday – 2013 
March 24, 2013 

 
Today is the beginning of Holy Week.  Specifically it is Palm Sunday 
 
Jesus’ death on Friday of this week – GOOD FRIDAY – is understood as being the fulfillment 
of the original Passover, the reality that the symbolic feast pointed to 
 
1 Corinthians 5:6-8 (page 793) 
NIV 

6 Your boasting is not good. Don't you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of 

dough?
 7
 Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast-- as you really are. For 

Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.
 8

 Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old 

yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and 

truth. 

 
This is for us a week of celebrations, celebrations that are rich in HISTORY AND 
SYMBOLISM 
 

Matthew 21:1-11 (page 685) 
NIV 

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples,
 2
 saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied 

there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me.
 3
 If anyone says anything to you, tell him 

that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away."
 4

 This took place to fulfill what was 

spoken through the prophet:
 5
 "Say to the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and 

riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'"
 6

 The disciples went and did as Jesus had 

instructed them.
 7
 They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on 

them.
 8

 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and 

spread them on the road.
 9

 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

"Hosanna to the Son of David!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Hosanna in the 

highest!"
 10

 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is this?"
 11

 The 

crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee." 

 
Jesus takes on this task of washing the Disciples’ feet as an act of HUMILITY, SERVICE AND 
LOVE and as an illustration and final reminder that He was calling them to SACRIFICE NOT 
DOMINION 
 
Today is not just about REMEMBERING what Jesus did—It is also about COMMITTING 
OURSELVES to what we are going to do 
 

Luke 14:27 (page 726) 
NIV 

27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 

 
 
 


