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Colossians 1:9-23 (page 817) 
NIV 

9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and 

asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.
 10

 

And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: 

bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,
 11

 being strengthened with all 

power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully
 

12
 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the 

kingdom of light.
 13

 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves,
 14

 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
 15

 He is the 

image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.
 16

 For by him all things were created: things 

in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 

things were created by him and for him.
 17

 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
 18

 

And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, 

so that in everything he might have the supremacy.
 19

 For God was pleased to have all his fullness 

dwell in him,
 20

 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 

heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
 21

 Once you were alienated from God 

and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.
 22

 But now he has reconciled you by 

Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from 

accusation--
 23

 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in 

the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under 

heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 

 
Jesus is FIRST in and over all things 
 
This new way of living that we call being a Christian is in fact a life in which JESUS IS FIRST; 
OTHERS ARE SECOND; and WE ARE THIRD 
 
Galatians 2:20 (page 808) 
NIV 

20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the 

body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (page 803) 
NIV 

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

 
The baptisms that we have shared in are the PUBLIC DECLARATION of this new life 
 
Romans 5:7-8 (page 783) 
NIV 

7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly 

dare to die.
 8
 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:14 (page 820) 
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NIV 

14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those 

who have fallen asleep in him. 

  
Romans 8:10-11 (page 785) 
NIV 

10 But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of 

righteousness.
 11

 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised 

Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. 

 
The story of Easter is the story of a great God Who GAVE UP HIS LIFE FOR US, but was 
resurrected in proof that God does not JUST FEEL SORRY FOR US but truly loves us and has 
the power to SAVE US FROM OURSELVES 
 
1 John 1:9 (page 844) 
NIV 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Romans 10:8-10 (page 787) 
NIV 

8 But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the 

word of faith we are proclaiming:
 9

 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in 

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
 10

 For it is with your heart that you 

believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 

 
 
My Next Step 
I choose to live a life of celebration, celebrating Who Jesus is and what He has done in my life. 
 


