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In broad terms our manner of life should be WORTHY of the CALLING that we have received 
 
Ephesians 4:28 (page 813) 
NIV 

28 He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his 

own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. 

 
The word for work is not the word for expending energy but the word for BECOMING 
FATIGUED as a result of putting forth EFFORT 
 
Our culture has TWO KINDS of thieves 
 
The first is simply the THIEF 
 
The second is people who have no means and no plan to repay use credit to purchase 
things they have NO ABILITY TO PAY for 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-12 (page 822) 
NIV 

6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every 

brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us.
 7

 For you 

yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you,
 8
 

nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring 

and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you.
 9

 We did this, not because we do not have 

the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow.
 10

 For even when we 

were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat."
 11

 We hear that some 

among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies.
 12

 Such people we command and urge in 

the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat. 

 

Paul is clear that his instruction and example was that of LABOR with his own hands so as 
to provide FOR HIS OWN NEEDS and for the genuine NEEDS OF CHARITY around him 
 
Proverbs 16:26 (page 452) 
NIV 

26 The laborer's appetite works for him; his hunger drives him on. 

 

Proverbs 10:1-5 (page 446) 
NIV 

1 The proverbs of Solomon: A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son grief to his 

mother.
 2
 Ill-gotten treasures are of no value, but righteousness delivers from death.

 3
 The LORD does 

not let the righteous go hungry but he thwarts the craving of the wicked.
 4

 Lazy hands make a man 

poor, but diligent hands bring wealth.
 5

 He who gathers crops in summer is a wise son, but he who 

sleeps during harvest is a disgraceful son. 
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Proverbs 24:30-34 (page 458) 
NIV 

30 I went past the field of the sluggard, past the vineyard of the man who lacks judgment;
 31

 thorns 

had come up everywhere, the ground was covered with weeds, and the stone wall was in ruins.
 32

 I 

applied my heart to what I observed and learned a lesson from what I saw:
 33

 A little sleep, a little 

slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest--
 34

 and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity 

like an armed man. 

 
For too many people in our culture ENTITLEMENT has become the justification for theft 
 
Paul challenges us to be people who CHOOSE TO WORK so that we cannot just pay our own 
way but so we can help pay the way for others who are TRULY IN NEED 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 (page 820) 
NIV 

9 Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by 

God to love each other.
 10

 And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge 

you, brothers, to do so more and more.
 11

 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own 

business and to work with your hands, just as we told you,
 12

 so that your daily life may win the respect 

of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. 

 
My Next Step 
 
I need to work against the attitudes of entitlement and habits of laziness in my life. 
 
I need to develop charity as both a goal and a practice related to my commitment to work. 


