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Easter 2014 
April 20, 2014 

 
This is the greatest day of the year because it celebrates the WORK DONE BY 
JESUS that saves us from the DISEASE OF SIN 
 
John 20:1-18 (page 756)  Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 
Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus 
loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where 
they have put him!" 3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were 
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over 
and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter 
came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying 
there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus' head. The cloth was 
still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had 
reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not 
understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples 
went back to where they were staying. 11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As 
she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated 
where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 13 They asked 
her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I 
don't know where they have put him." 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 15 He asked her, "Woman, why 
are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she said, 
"Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him." 

16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, 
"Rabboni!" (which means "Teacher"). 17 Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have 
not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18 Mary 
Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told 
them that he had said these things to her. 
 
Jesus is doing the NECESSARY but the UNEXPECTED 
 
Jesus did something unforeseen; He died TO SIN –  NOT FROM IT 
 
Romans 5:7-9 (page 785)  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though 
for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now 
been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath 
through him!  
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Romans 6:4-13 (page 785)  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into 
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know 
that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done 
away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin-- 7 because anyone who has died 
has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die 
again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once 
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves dead 
to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an 
instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been 
brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of 
righteousness.  
 
Because He died FOR SIN not from it, because He died IN OBEDIENCE TO GOD 
not disobedience against God, because He died IN SACRIFICE not in judgment, 
something unheard of and unforeseen could happen – RESURRECTION 
 
Colossians 3:1-17 (page 822)  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your 
hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your 
minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. 5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: 
sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of 
these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you 
once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, 
rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, 
since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no 
Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but 
Christ is all, and is in all. 12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 

Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let 
the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another 
with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with 
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gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  
 
(One next step – the choose Christ step we always include) 


