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Belief Series Part 17 
Chapters 13-17 

John 15:1-3 
April 27, 2014 

 
John 13:1 (page 751)  It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had 
come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end.  
 

Jesus is going to answer three significant questions for us regarding how we live life 
between the time He left and the time He comes back – The first question is “How do we 
EXIST WHILE JESUS IS GONE” – The second question is “WHO IS GOING TO HELP US while 
Jesus is gone” – And the third question is “What does this life we are living LOOK LIKE” 
 
John 15:1-17 (page 752)  "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off 
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so 
that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 
you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain 
in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 "I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my 
Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 9 "As the 
Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commands and remain 
in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no 
one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's 
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so 
that you might go and bear fruit-- fruit that will last-- and so that whatever you ask in my name 
the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other.  

 
The passage immediately opens with a WARNING/BLESSING contrast 
 
BEARING FRUIT is the ultimate end of discipleship 
 
OBEDIENCE to Jesus (right information and right response) cannot be separated from 
LOVING OTHERS  – Together they are the fruit we are to bear – Loving others must be seen 
in light of obedience to Christ not in light of our FEELINGS ABOUT THEM, their feelings 
about us, or their RESPONSE TO US 
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The other part of this warning/blessing contrast is to contrast TWO DIFFERENT TYPES OF 
CUTTING  – On the warning side is the cutting that separates you from the vine and leads to 
fruitlessness, drying up, and being gathered up to be burned – On the blessing side there is 
the pruning designed to bring about additional fruit bearing 
 
A couple of thoughts regarding pruning: 
 

 What is pruned is not EVIL – In fact, what is pruned is the very thing that PRODUCED 
FRUIT IN THE PAST but its ongoing existence takes away from the ability to bear fruit 
in the new season 

 
 We struggle with God taking things out of our lives, out of our routines, and out of 

our possession that in and of themselves ARE NOT EVIL but are simply things that 
keep us from PRODUCING FRUIT 
 

My Next Step 
 
I need to embrace the Father’s work of pruning in my life.  It seems to me that what He would like to 
prune away is __________________________________________________________________. 
 
(Consider sharing this with your Care Group for prayer and support.) 
 
 


