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Ephesians 1:13-14 (page 811) 
NIV 

Ephesians 1:13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel 

of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
 14

 

who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- 

to the praise of his glory. 

 
The coming of the Holy Spirit has SEALED THEM and whose presence in them is their 
GUARANTEE OF ETERNAL BLESSING 
 
Acts 19:1-6 (page 772) 
NIV 

Acts 19:1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at 

Ephesus. There he found some disciples
 2
 and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit."
 3
 So Paul asked, 

"Then what baptism did you receive?" "John's baptism," they replied.
 4

 Paul said, "John's baptism was a 

baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus."
 5
 On 

hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.
 6
 When Paul placed his hands on 

them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 

 
Notice the PROGRESSION of the CONVERSATION and the EVENTS that initiated the church in 
Ephesus 
 
Acts 19:1-2 (page 772) 
NIV 

Acts 19:1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at 

Ephesus. There he found some disciples
 2
 and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 

 
This question suggests progression of UNDERSTANDING and EXPERIENCE 
 
Not everything related to our REDEMPTIVE RELATIONSHIP with God necessarily happens 
ALL AT THE SAME TIME in spite of the fact that what happens in us is clearly taught as 
complete   
 

Acts 19:3-5 (page 772) 
NIV 

Acts 19:3 So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?" "John's baptism," they replied.
 4

 

Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming 

after him, that is, in Jesus."
 5
 On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 

 
For Paul there was a legitimate and acceptable progression of experiences, not necessarily 
a UNIFORM FORMULA that allowed for a progressive relationship with God related to 
REDEMPTION, WATER BAPTISM, and RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
Acts 19:6 (page 772) 



2 
 
NIV 

Acts 19:6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in 

tongues and prophesied. 

 
It seems most likely that we should anticipate a PROGRESSIVE INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL 
EXPERIENCE in our developing relationship with the Holy Spirit 
 
Romans 8:26-27 (page 785) 
BBE 

Romans 8:26 And in the same way the Spirit is a help to our feeble hearts: for we are not able to 

make prayer to God in the right way; but the Spirit puts our desires into words which are not in our 

power to say;
 27

 And he who is the searcher of hearts has knowledge of the mind of the Spirit, because 

he is making prayers for the saints in agreement with the mind of God. 

 
1 Corinthians 14:14-19 (page 798) 
BBE 

1 Corinthians 14:14 For if I make use of tongues in my prayers, my spirit makes the prayer, but not 

my mind.
 15

 What then? let my prayer be from the spirit, and equally from the mind; let my song be 

from the spirit, and equally from mind.
 16

 For if you give a blessing with the spirit, how will the man 

who has no knowledge say, So be it, after your prayer, seeing that he has not taken in what you are 

saying?
 17

 For your giving of the blessing is certainly well done, but of no profit to the man without 

knowledge.
 18

 I give praise to God that I am able to make use of tongues more than you all:
 19

 But in the 

church it would be better for me to make use of five words of which the sense was clear, so that others 

might have profit, than ten thousand words in a strange tongue. 

 
I want to encourage you to make your voice as available to God to speak His words as you 
have made your mind available to think His thoughts and as you have made your body 
available to do His works.  Your vocabulary and your understanding do not have to be the 
limit of your communication with God. 
 
My Next Step 
 
I need to consider what more in the indwelling person of the Holy Spirit wants to do in me and 
through me. 
 
I need to pursue the development of what the Holy Spirit wants to do in me and through me. 
  
 


