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Ephesians Series #36 
Ephesians 5:8-20  -- May 5, 2013 
 
Ephesians 5:1-20 (page 813) 
NIV 

1 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children
 2
 and live a life of love, just as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
 3
 But among you there 

must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are 

improper for God's holy people.
 4

 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which 

are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.
 5
 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy 

person-- such a man is an idolater-- has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
 6
 Let no 

one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are 

disobedient.
 7
 Therefore do not be partners with them.

 8
 For you were once darkness, but now you are 

light in the Lord. Live as children of light
 9
 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 

righteousness and truth)
 10

 and find out what pleases the Lord.
 11

 Have nothing to do with the fruitless 

deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.
 12

 For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient 

do in secret.
 13

 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible,
 14

 for it is light that makes 

everything visible. This is why it is said: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine 

on you."
 15

 Be very careful, then, how you live-- not as unwise but as wise,
 16

 making the most of every 

opportunity, because the days are evil.
 17

 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's 

will is.
 18

 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.
 19

 

Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the 

Lord,
 20

 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Paul literally says that formerly we were actually DARKNESS and now we are actually 
LIGHT 
 
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot drive 
out hate: only love can do that.” (Martin Luther King Jr.) 
 
2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 (page 803) 
NIV 

14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in 

common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?
 15

 What harmony is there between Christ 

and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?
 16

 What agreement is there 

between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will 

live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people."
 17

 

"Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will 

receive you."
 18

 "I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord 

Almighty."
 1
 Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that 

contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 

 
Living in or as the light is described as producing GOODNESS, RIGHTEOUSNESS and TRUTH 
Goodness has been described as LOVE IN ACTION.   
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James 2:15-17 (page 837) 
NIV 

15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.
 16

 If one of you says to him, "Go, I 

wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?
 17

 

In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

 
John 3:19-21 (page 738) 
NIV 

19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light 

because their deeds were evil.
 20

 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the 

light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.
 21

 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so 

that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God." 

 
God is the standard bearer of RIGHTEOUSNESS and the DETERMINER of it 
 
John 8:31-32 (page 743) 
NIV 

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 

disciples.
 32

 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 

 

John 14:6 (749) 
NIV 

6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. 

 
Notice that truth is first of all a person – Jesus 
It then is EVERYTHING THAT RADIATES from Him 
 
The command here is to be spotless in our existence as beings of light that our very 
presence contrasted against the lives of darkness will EXPOSE OR REVEAL sin for what it 
really is 
 
We who are of the light are to live with ALERT AND SOBER thinking, in a lifestyle of 
goodness, righteousness, and truth, expressed in TESTIMONY AND THANKSGIVING 
 

1 Peter 4:7-11 (page 841) 
NIV 

7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.
 8
 

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.
 9

 Offer hospitality to 

one another without grumbling.
 10

 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 

faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.
 11

 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one 

speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so 

that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 
My Next Step 
 
To truly be a person of light I need to develop the fruit of light in my life: 
 
 Goodness – putting love into action 
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 Righteousness – living according to what is pleasing to God 
 

Truth – pursuing the person and words of Jesus as my standard of understanding and 
behavior  

 
 


