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Ephesians 1:15-19 (page 811) 
NIV 

Ephesians 1:15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 

for all the saints,
 16

 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.
 17

 I keep 

asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom 

and revelation, so that you may know him better.
 18

 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 

enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in the saints,
 19

 and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  

 
FAITH and LOVE are consistently things that the Apostle looks for and rejoices over 
They are almost always discussed along with HOPE 
 

Colossians 1:3-6 (page 816) 
NIV 

Colossians 1:3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,
 4

 

because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints--
 5

 the 

faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already 

heard about in the word of truth, the gospel
 6

 that has come to you. All over the world this gospel is 

bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and 

understood God's grace in all its truth. 

  
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 (page 819) 
NIV 

1 Thessalonians 1:2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers.
 3
 We 

continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by 

love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
1 Corinthians 13:8-13 (page 798) 
NIV 

1 Corinthians 13:8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there 

are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.
 9

 For we know in part and 

we prophesy in part,
 10

 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.
 11

 When I was a child, I 

talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish 

ways behind me.
 12

 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now 

I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
 13

 And now these three remain: faith, 

hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 
Faith, Hope, and Love are of the utmost significance to Paul when discussing the Christian 
LIFE and the Christian PERSPECTIVE 
 
Faith in the Lord Jesus 
Our faith is in a PERSON and not a PERFORMANCE 
 
Look at Paul’s own experience and the perspective he has on these events. 
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2 Corinthians 11:18-30 (page 806) 
NIV 

2 Corinthians 11:18 Since many are boasting in the way the world does, I too will boast.
 19

 You 

gladly put up with fools since you are so wise!
 20

 In fact, you even put up with anyone who enslaves 

you or exploits you or takes advantage of you or pushes himself forward or slaps you in the face.
 21

 To 

my shame I admit that we were too weak for that! What anyone else dares to boast about-- I am 

speaking as a fool-- I also dare to boast about.
 22

 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So 

am I. Are they Abraham's descendants? So am I.
 23

 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind 

to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged 

more severely, and been exposed to death again and again.
 24

 Five times I received from the Jews the 

forty lashes minus one.
 25

 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was 

shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea,
 26

 I have been constantly on the move. I have 

been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger 

from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false 

brothers.
 27

 I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst 

and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked.
 28

 Besides everything else, I face daily 

the pressure of my concern for all the churches.
 29

 Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led 

into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?
 30

 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my 

weakness. 

 
Philippians 4:10-13 (page 816) 
NIV 

Philippians 4:10 I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. 

Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it.
 11

 I am not saying this 

because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.
 12

 I know what it is 

to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and 

every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.
 13

 I can do everything 

through him who gives me strength. 

 
For Paul, contentment was not the natural result of having AN ABUNDANCE OF THINGS or 
the PERFECTION OF CIRCUMSTANCES 
Contentment was a learned or developed perspective that came from FAITH IN JESUS 
CHRIST 
 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing.”  
 
Philippians 4:4-7 (page 816) 
NIV 

Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!
 5

 Let your gentleness be 

evident to all. The Lord is near.
 6
 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
 7

 And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
Acts 16:12-25 (page 769) 
NIV 

Acts 16:12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district 

of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days.
 13

 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the 

river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who 

had gathered there.
 14

 One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from 
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the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's 

message.
 15

 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If 

you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us.
 

16
 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by 

which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling.
 17

 

This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, "These men are servants of the Most High God, 

who are telling you the way to be saved."
 18

 She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so 

troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to 

come out of her!" At that moment the spirit left her.
 19

 When the owners of the slave girl realized that 

their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the 

marketplace to face the authorities.
 20

 They brought them before the magistrates and said, "These men 

are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar
 21

 by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to 

accept or practice."
 22

 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered 

them to be stripped and beaten.
 23

 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, 

and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully.
 24

 Upon receiving such orders, he put them in 

the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.
 25

 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 

singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 

 
Faith, not just warm feelings toward Jesus but LIFE CHANGING PERSPECTIVE BUIDLING 
FAITH in the Lord Jesus, is foundational to what we call Christianity 
 
1 Timothy 6:6-10 (page 824) 
NIV 

1 Timothy 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.
 7

 For we brought nothing into the 

world, and we can take nothing out of it.
 8
 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with 

that.
 9

 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful 

desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.
 10

 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. 

Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 (page 824) 
NIV 

1 Timothy 6:17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put 

their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 

everything for our enjoyment.
 18

 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 

generous and willing to share.
 19

 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 

foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 

 
Could someone that knows you well give thanks to God for your faith in the Lord Jesus? 
 
My Next Step 
I need to adjust my perspective from “I am trusting that it will all work out” to “I am trusting in the 
one who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” 
 
When confronted with difficult situations I need to trust in the one who loves me rather than 
evaluating the circumstances 
 
Care Group Suggestion:  Use the story of Jesus, Peter, and the storm looking at the reality 
that when Peter looked at the wind and the waves he started sinking.  


