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Belief Series Part 18 -- Chapters 13-17 
John 15:4-6 -- May 25, 2014 
 
 
John 15:4-6 (page 752)  Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by 
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 "I am 
the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  
 
What does it mean to ABIDE or to REMAIN – How does one do that when Jesus so 
clearly says that there is an OPTION FOR US and a choice we can make that has such 
drastic consequences 
 
#1 LIVING BY THE SPIRIT 
When we look at the writings of the Apostles in the rest of the New Testament what we 
often read is a discussion of living a life BY THE SPIRIT rather than living a life BY THE 
FLESH 
 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (page 804)  Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes 
not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal.  
 
2 Peter 3:1-18 (page 854)  Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written 
both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the 
words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and 
Savior through your apostles. 3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers 
will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, "Where is this 'coming' 
he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning 
of creation." 5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens came into 
being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the world of 
that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word the present heavens and earth are 
reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 8 But do 
not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens 
will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything 
done in it will be laid bare. 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of 
people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the 
day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by 
fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking 
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 14 So then, dear 
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friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, 
blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, 
just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes 
the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some 
things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the 
other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 17 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been 
forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless 
and fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 
 
Hebrews 5:11-14 (page 840)  We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear 
to you because you no longer try to understand. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. 
You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not 
acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by 
constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.  
 
Romans 12:1-2 (page 789)  Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's 
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your true 
and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-- his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.  
 
#2 AWARENESS OF SCRIPTURE 
Obedience to Jesus is not a random thing of “I feel in my spirit that Jesus would have 
me do this” – Obedience starts with the correct response to the DECLARED 
COMMANDS – These are contained in Scripture 
 
2 Timothy 3:14-17 (page 833)  But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 
become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from 
infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.  
 
2 Timothy 2:15-16 (page 833)  Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 16 

Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly.  
 
#3 PRAYER 
Conversation with God is a PRIVILEGE but also a necessity in this life of abiding 
with/in Jesus 
 
Psalm 46:1-11 (page 393)  God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 2 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of 
the sea, 3 though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. 4 There 
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is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High 
dwells. 5 God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day. 6 Nations are in 
uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 7 The LORD Almighty is with us; the 
God of Jacob is our fortress. 8 Come and see what the LORD has done, the desolations he 
has brought on the earth. 9 He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth. He breaks the bow 
and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 10 He says, "Be still, and know that I am 
God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth." 11 The LORD Almighty 
is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  
 
I believe that the single greatest thing you can do in regards to prayer is to stop, drop, 
and listen –Get into a QUIET PLACE, get QUIET, and LISTEN for God 
 
#4 ACCOUNTABLE FELLOWSHIP 
 
The Christian life is a TOGETHER THING – And while it is fundamentally together with 
Jesus AT ITS SOURCE it is additionally together with one another IN ITS EXPRESSION 
 
1 John 3:16-18 (page 856)  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life 
for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has 
material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can 
the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but 
with actions and in truth.  
 
Hebrews 10:23-25 (page 843)  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who 
promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
 
Galatians 6:1-5 (page 813)  Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live 
by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be 
tempted. 2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 If 
anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves. 4 Each one 
should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without 
comparing themselves to someone else, 5 for each one should carry their own load.  
 
My Next Step 
What I most need to work on right now in my life is: 
 

 Living by the Spirit 

 Awareness of Scripture 

 Prayer 

 Accountable Fellowship 
 
I plan to 
__________________________________________________________________________
____ as my next step in working on this. 


