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Ephesians 1:15-19 (page 811) -- For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus 

and your love for all the saints,
 16

 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 

prayers.
 17

 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the 

Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.
 18

 I pray also that the eyes of your 

heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of 

his glorious inheritance in the saints,
 19

 and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  

 
Colossians 1:3-6 (page 816) -- We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we 

pray for you,
 4

 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the 

saints--
 5

 the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you 

have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel
 6

 that has come to you. All over the world this 

gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and 

understood God's grace in all its truth. 

  
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 (page 819) -- We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our 

prayers.
 3
 We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your 

labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
1 Corinthians 13:8-13 (page 798) -- Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; 

where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.
 9
 For we 

know in part and we prophesy in part,
 10

 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.
 11

 When 

I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, 

I put childish ways behind me.
 12

 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face 

to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
 13

 And now these three 

remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 
“The Hope to which He has called you” 
 
We live NOW by a hope that is CONNECTED TO ETERNITY 
 

Romans 5:1-5 (page 783) -- Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
 2
 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 

which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.
 3

 Not only so, but we also rejoice 

in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;
 4

 perseverance, character; and 

character, hope.
 5
 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts 

by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 

 

Romans 8:15-25 (785) -- For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you 

received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father."
 16

 The Spirit himself testifies with 

our spirit that we are God's children.
 17

 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-

heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
 18

 I 
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consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

 

19
 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.

 20
 For the creation was 

subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope
 21

 

that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom 

of the children of God.
 22

 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 

childbirth right up to the present time.
 23

 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
 24

 For 

in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?
 

25
 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

 
Hope for us is not some FANCIFUL WISHING by which we trick ourselves into ENDURING a 
current and unpleasant reality 
 
1 Corinthians 15:19 (page 799) -- If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more 

than all men. 

 
Paul clearly believed that Christianity separated from eternity was to rob Christianity of 
its ESSENTIAL VALUE 
 
This is our BLESSED HOPE—What we see and experience on any given day is NOT ALL 
THERE IS 
 
Hebrews 11:8-16 (page 834) -- By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive 

as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.
 9

 By faith he 

made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac 

and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.
 10

 For he was looking forward to the city with 

foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
 11

 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age-- 

and Sarah herself was barren-- was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who 

had made the promise.
 12

 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.
 13

 All these people were 

still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and 

welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.
 14

 

People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own.
 15

 If they had been 

thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return.
 16

 Instead, they were 

longing for a better country-- a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for 

he has prepared a city for them. 

 
1 Corinthians 9:24-25 (page 796) -- Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 

gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.
 25

 Everyone who competes in the games goes into 

strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last 

forever. 

 
Hope is an amazing MOTIVATOR 
 
Whatever you are hoping for is what you are TRAINING FOR   
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Hebrews 6:19-20 (page 831) -- We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters 

the inner sanctuary behind the curtain,
 20

 where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf.  

 
My hope is built on nothing less that Jesus blood and righteousness.   
I dare not trust the sweetest frame but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.   
 
On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand; all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. 
His oath His covenant His blood, support me in the whelming flood. 
 
When darkness veils His lovely face I rest on His unchanging grace.    
In every high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil.  
 
On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand; all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
 
My Next Step 
 
I am choosing to change my perspective on life from being so concerned about temporary things 
and begin to focus more on eternal things. 
 
I need to reaffirm that my emotional security is based upon Jesus and His promises for eternity 
rather than how I feel or perceive things working out. 
 
Care Group Guide Idea:  Use 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
 


