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Ephesians 1:15-19 (page 811) 
NIV 

Ephesians 1:15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 

for all the saints,
 16

 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.
 17

 I keep 

asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom 

and revelation, so that you may know him better.
 18

 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 

enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in the saints,
 19

 and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  

 
Colossians 1:3-6 (page 816) 
NIV 

Colossians 1:3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,
 4

 

because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints--
 5

 the 

faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already 

heard about in the word of truth, the gospel
 6

 that has come to you. All over the world this gospel is 

bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and 

understood God's grace in all its truth. 

  
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 (page 819) 
NIV 

1 Thessalonians 1:2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers.
 3
 We 

continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by 

love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
1 Corinthians 13:8-13 (page 798) 
NIV 

1 Corinthians 13:8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there 

are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.
 9

 For we know in part and 

we prophesy in part,
 10

 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.
 11

 When I was a child, I 

talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish 

ways behind me.
 12

 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now 

I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
 13

 And now these three remain: faith, 

hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 
Love for all the Saints 
Love is something that Paul understands to be a STRATEGIC PART of the Christian life 
 
God is LOVE and we who will dwell in His presence for eternity are those who will be 
DWELLING IN LOVE 
 
1 John 4:7-11 (page 846) 
NIV 

1 John 4:7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has 

been born of God and knows God.
 8
 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.

 9
 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might 

live through him.
 10

 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 



2 
 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.

 11
 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

 

1 John 4:20-21 (page 846) 
NIV 

1 John 4:20 If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not 

love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.
 21

 And he has given us 

this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

 
John says that love COMES FROM GOD and loving others is required of anyone who says 
THEY LOVE GOD 
 
Love is the highest of Christian values, the thing that determines how we are to RELATE 
AND THINK 
 
2 Peter 1:5-9 (page 842) 
NIV 

2 Peter 1:5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge;
 6
 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 

godliness;
 7

 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.
 8

 For if you possess 

these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in 

your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 9
 But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and 

blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 

 
Everything that is good is not of EQUAL VALUE 
 
Matthew 23:23-24 (page 687) 
NIV 

Matthew 23:23 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of 

your spices-- mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law-- 

justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.
 24

 

You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. 

 
In the craziness of this life it is time to SIMPLIFY and PRIORITIZE 
 
These three things remain: FAITH, HOPE, and LOVE—But the greatest of these is love 
 
My Next Step: 
In my pursuit of being like Jesus I need to remember that loving others as He has loved me is the 
most Jesus like thing I can do. 
 
I need to physically and emotionally de-clutter my life and return to a simpler lifestyle and 
perspective built around faith, hope, and love. 


