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June 10, 2012 

Rick Bernheisel 
 

Written to the saints, the FAITHFUL, the blameless, and the CHOSEN, SEALED with the HOLY SPIRIT 
of promise and redeemed in the RESURRECTION of Christ! 
 
Ephesians 2:1-7 (page 811)  As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you 
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  3All of us also lived among them at one time, 
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we 
were by nature objects of wrath.  4But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been 
saved.  6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ 
Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages He might show the incomparable riches of His grace, 
expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
 
We have a description of ALL BELIEVERS’ past moral and SPIRITUAL CONDITION 
Romans 3:23 (page 782) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 
 
Ephesians 2:1-3  (page 811) As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you 
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  3All of us also lived among them at one time, 
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we 
were by nature objects of wrath. 
 
We must admit we are A SINNER that NEEDS SALVATION and needs a REDEEMER 
 
Ephesians 2:4-5  (page 811) 4But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us 
alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved. 
 
Romans 5:8  (page 783) But God demonstrates His own love for us in this:  While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
John 3:16 (page 738) For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
Ephesians 2:6-7  (page 811) 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages He might show the incomparable riches of His 
grace, expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
 



2 
 

This is a statement about who YOU ARE and more importantly who YOU BELONG TO 
 
Romans 6:3-5 (page 784)  3Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into His death?  4We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 
life.  5If we have been united with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also be united with Him 
in His resurrection. 
 
We are UNITED IN Him that we may have a NEW LIFE in His RESURRECTION 
 
Romans 8:37 (page 786) 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who 
loved us. 
 
You are MORE THAN a conqueror 
 
Colossians 3:1-4 (page 818) 1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  2Set your minds on things above, not on 
earthly things.  3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  4When Christ, who is 
your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 
 
We should set our minds on HEAVENLY THINGS and not on things of THIS WORLD 
 
Romans 8:17 (page 785) Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may also share in His glory. 
 
Galatians 4:7 (page 809) So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has 
made you also an heir.  
 
You are a CHILD OF GOD and co-heir with Christ and THROUGH CHRIST 
 
What He did leads to HOLINESS for us—What He did leads to RESURRECTION—What He did leads to 
FORGIVENESS—What He did leads to ETERNAL LIFE 
 
Philippians 3:20-21 (page 816) 20But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior from 
there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables Him to bring everything under His 
control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body. 
 
Our TRUE HOME is where Christ is—Our TRUE citizenship is in HEAVEN 
 
 
 
Next Step: 

 I would like to take that next step of commitment to Christ in my life and be baptized in water. 
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 I need to live my life from a heavenly perspective where I see people around me, my situation 

and myself through God’s perspective instead of my own. 

 I need to choose this week to stop reacting before I pray because I have been seated in 

heavenly places with Christ Jesus. 

 I need to choose this week to practice gratitude by keeping a chart of things I am thankful for 

(starting each day with salvation and adding large and small things that remind me of the 

greatness of what God has done for me). 

  

What can you do to keep a heavenly perspective, despite your situation or what society tells you? 
Are there times in your life when a simple change in perspective has made all the difference? 
Sometimes there are challenges in life that go beyond our ability to perceive things differently (Job 
like experiences), in those times what are some heavenly perspectives that help?  Faith, Hope, Love; 
Mark 12:30 & 31; separating the sin from the sinner; etc. 


