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Summer Songs II 

 “King of Heaven” & “Your Kingdom Reigns” 
July 21, 2013 

  
Luke 11:1-4 (page 721) 
NIV 1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his 

disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."
 2
 He said 

to them, "When you pray, say: "'Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.
 3
 

Give us each day our daily bread.
 4
 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who 

sins against us. And lead us not into temptation. '" 
  
Many of the songs we sing focus on the idea of the RULE AND REIGN of God both 
in the ultimate sense and in the current situation 
  
1 Corinthians 15:19-28 (page 799) 
NIV 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.

 

20
 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep.
 21

 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also 

through a man.
 22

 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.
 23

 But each in 

his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.
 24

 

Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has 

destroyed all dominion, authority and power.
 25

 For he must reign until he has put all his 

enemies under his feet.
 26

 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
 27

 For he "has put 

everything under his feet." Now when it says that "everything" has been put under him, it 

is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ.
 28

 When 

he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything 

under him, so that God may be all in all. 
  
We are in this Kingdom because of God’s great MERCY, GRACE and LOVE 
  
Ephesians 2:1-10 (page 811) 
NIV 1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,

 2
 in which you used to 

live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, 

the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.
 3
 All of us also lived among 

them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and 

thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.
 4
 But because of his great 

love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,
 5
 made us alive with Christ even when we were 

dead in transgressions-- it is by grace you have been saved.
 6
 And God raised us up with 
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Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,
 7
 in order that in the 

coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 

kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
 8
 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- 

and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--
 9
 not by works, so that no one can 

boast.
 10

 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

God prepared in advance for us to do. 
  
We will forever stand among creation as that odd portion of His creation for 
which God was willing to die so that we might be SAVED FROM OURSELVES 
  
Ephesians 1:2-6 (page 811) 
NIV 2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 Praise 

be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 

realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.
 4
 For he chose us in him before the creation 

of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love
 5
 he predestined us to be 

adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will--
 6
 to 

the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 
  
The focus is on this IN BETWEEN TIME living; living as people who are part of 
this Kingdom that was introduced by Jesus—in that sense already come—that 
is coming in its fullness WHEN JESUS RETURNS 
 
The song lyrics describe the caring and keeping power of the GOOD SHEPHERD 
in our lives 
  
Psalm 23 (page 385) 
NIV 1 A psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.

 2
 He makes 

me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters,
 3
 he restores my soul. He 

guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
 4
 Even though I walk through the 

valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your 

staff, they comfort me.
 5
 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 

You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
 6
 Surely goodness and love will follow 

me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
  
Jesus identifies HIMSELF as the Good Shepherd 
  
John 10:10-15 (page 745) 
NIV 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 

have life, and have it to the full.
 11

 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
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down his life for the sheep.
 12

 The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So 

when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf 

attacks the flock and scatters it.
 13

 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and 

cares nothing for the sheep.
 14

 "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 

know me--
 15

 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father-- and I lay down my life 

for the sheep. 
  
The song then reaches again into the Old Testament for another image of the 
CARING, DIRECTING and GUIDING God, using images from Israel’s escape from 
Egypt 
  
Exodus 14:9-20 (page 49) 
NIV 9 The Egyptians-- all Pharaoh's horses and chariots, horsemen and troops-- pursued 

the Israelites and overtook them as they camped by the sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite 

Baal Zephon.
 10

 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the 

Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD.
 11

 They 

said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the 

desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt?
 12

 Didn't we say to 

you in Egypt, 'Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians'? It would have been better for 

us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!"
 13

 Moses answered the people, "Do 

not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. 

The Egyptians you see today you will never see again.
 14

 The LORD will fight for you; 

you need only to be still."
 15

 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to 

me? Tell the Israelites to move on.
 16

 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the 

sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.
 17

 I will 

harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory 

through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen.
 18

 The 

Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots 

and his horsemen."
 19

 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel's 

army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and 

stood behind them,
 20

 coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the 

night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so neither 

went near the other all night long. 
  
From here the concept moves more specifically to how God has redeemed us 
from sin – using the idea of the DEBT OWED BY US because of the sins we have 
committed 
  
Colossians 2:13-14 (page 817) 
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NIV 13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, 

God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,
 14

 having canceled the written 

code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it 

away, nailing it to the cross. 
  
While we live in this life we have the Scriptures to guide us in the process of 
DAILY LIVING and DECISION-MAKING 
  
Psalm 119:105-106 (page 431) 
NIV 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

 106
 I have taken an oath 

and confirmed it, that I will follow your righteous laws. 
  
  
My Next Step 
  
I must trust and commit my way to God who provides and protects. 
  
In my struggles I must remember that He never leaves me or forsakes me. 
  
  


