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One Thing Remains 

August 5, 2012 
 

1 Corinthians 13:4-13 (page 798)  Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is 

not proud.
 5
 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

 6
 

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.
 7

 It always protects, always trusts, always 

hopes, always perseveres.
 8

 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where 

there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.
 9

 For we know in 

part and we prophesy in part,
 10

 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.
 11

 When I was a 

child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put 

childish ways behind me.
 12

 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 

face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
 13

 And now these three 

remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 

1 John 4:8-16 (page 846)  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
 9

 This is 

how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 

through him.
 10

 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 

sacrifice for our sins.
 11

 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
 12

 No 

one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
 

13
 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.

 14
 And we have seen 

and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.
 15

 If anyone acknowledges that 

Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.
 16

 And so we know and rely on the love God 

has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 

 
Christianity is defined by LOVE; the love God has FOR US and the love we have FOR ONE 
ANOTHER 
 
The problem comes when we make anything, including LAWFUL AND GOOD THINGS, more 
important than LOVING ONE ANOTHER 
 
God and HIS LOVE for us is the BASIS of the Christian life 
 
Mark 8:34-38 (page 701)  Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If 

anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.
 35

 For 

whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save 

it.
 36

 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?
 37

 Or what can a man give 

in exchange for his soul?
 38

 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy 

angels." 

 
If God had not loved us first, we would NOT KNOW WHAT LOVE IS 
All of our love comes from THE REALITY OF BEING LOVED 
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Psalm 103:7-22 (page 421)  He made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel:

 8
 

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.
 9

 He will not always 

accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever;
 10

 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us 

according to our iniquities.
 11

 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for 

those who fear him;
 12

 as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from 

us.
 13

 As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;
 

14
 for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust.

 15
 As for man, his days are like 

grass, he flourishes like a flower of the field;
 16

 the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place 

remembers it no more.
 17

 But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear 

him, and his righteousness with their children's children--
 18

 with those who keep his covenant and 

remember to obey his precepts.
 19

 The LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom 

rules over all.
 20

 Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his 

word.
 21

 Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his will.
 22

 Praise the LORD, 

all his works everywhere in his dominion. Praise the LORD, O my soul. 

 
God’s love for us provides us with a SECURITY THAT IS BEYOND DESCRIPTION 
 

Psalm 18 (page 382)  For the director of music. Of David the servant of the LORD. He sang to the 

LORD the words of this song when the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from 

the hand of Saul. He said: I love you, O LORD, my strength.
 2

 The LORD is my rock, my fortress and 

my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, 

my stronghold.
 3
 I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies.

 4
 The 

cords of death entangled me; the torrents of destruction overwhelmed me.
 5

 The cords of the grave 

coiled around me; the snares of death confronted me.
 6

 In my distress I called to the LORD; I cried to 

my God for help. From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came before him, into his ears.
 7

 The 

earth trembled and quaked, and the foundations of the mountains shook; they trembled because he was 

angry.
 8

 Smoke rose from his nostrils; consuming fire came from his mouth, burning coals blazed out of 

it.
 9
 He parted the heavens and came down; dark clouds were under his feet.

 10
 He mounted the 

cherubim and flew; he soared on the wings of the wind.
 11

 He made darkness his covering, his canopy 

around him-- the dark rain clouds of the sky.
 12

 Out of the brightness of his presence clouds advanced, 

with hailstones and bolts of lightning.
 13

 The LORD thundered from heaven; the voice of the Most High 

resounded.
 14

 He shot his arrows and scattered the enemies, great bolts of lightning and routed them.
 15

 

The valleys of the sea were exposed and the foundations of the earth laid bare at your rebuke, O 

LORD, at the blast of breath from your nostrils.
 16

 He reached down from on high and took hold of me; 

he drew me out of deep waters.
 17

 He rescued me from my powerful enemy, from my foes, who were 

too strong for me.
 18

 They confronted me in the day of my disaster, but the LORD was my support.
 19

 

He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued me because he delighted in me.
 20

 The LORD has 

dealt with me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands he has rewarded 

me.
 21

 For I have kept the ways of the LORD; I have not done evil by turning from my God.
 22

 All his 

laws are before me; I have not turned away from his decrees.
 23

 I have been blameless before him and 

have kept myself from sin.
 24

 The LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness, according to 

the cleanness of my hands in his sight.
 25

 To the faithful you show yourself faithful, to the blameless 

you show yourself blameless,
 26

 to the pure you show yourself pure, but to the crooked you show 

yourself shrewd.
 27

 You save the humble but bring low those whose eyes are haughty.
 28

 You, O LORD, 

keep my lamp burning; my God turns my darkness into light.
 29

 With your help I can advance against a 

troop; with my God I can scale a wall.
 30

 As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is 
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flawless. He is a shield for all who take refuge in him.

 31
 For who is God besides the LORD? And who 

is the Rock except our God?
 32

 It is God who arms me with strength and makes my way perfect.
 33

 He 

makes my feet like the feet of a deer; he enables me to stand on the heights.
 34

 He trains my hands for 

battle; my arms can bend a bow of bronze.
 35

 You give me your shield of victory, and your right hand 

sustains me; you stoop down to make me great.
 36

 You broaden the path beneath me, so that my ankles 

do not turn.
 37

 I pursued my enemies and overtook them; I did not turn back till they were destroyed.
 38

 I 

crushed them so that they could not rise; they fell beneath my feet.
 39

 You armed me with strength for 

battle; you made my adversaries bow at my feet.
 40

 You made my enemies turn their backs in flight, and 

I destroyed my foes.
 41

 They cried for help, but there was no one to save them-- to the LORD, but he 

did not answer.
 42

 I beat them as fine as dust borne on the wind; I poured them out like mud in the 

streets.
 43

 You have delivered me from the attacks of the people; you have made me the head of nations; 

people I did not know are subject to me.
 44

 As soon as they hear me, they obey me; foreigners cringe 

before me.
 45

 They all lose heart; they come trembling from their strongholds.
 46

 The LORD lives! 

Praise be to my Rock! Exalted be God my Savior!
 47

 He is the God who avenges me, who subdues 

nations under me,
 48

 who saves me from my enemies. You exalted me above my foes; from violent men 

you rescued me.
 49

 Therefore I will praise you among the nations, O LORD; I will sing praises to your 

name.
 50

 He gives his king great victories; he shows unfailing kindness to his anointed, to David and his 

descendants forever. 

 
Psalm 136 
NIV 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His love endures forever.
  

2
 Give thanks to the God of gods. His love endures forever. 

 3
 Give thanks to the Lord of lords: His love endures forever. 

 4
 to him who alone does great wonders, His love endures forever.

  

5
 who by his understanding made the heavens, His love endures forever.

  

6
 who spread out the earth upon the waters, His love endures forever.

  

7
 who made the great lights-- His love endures forever.

  

8
 the sun to govern the day, His love endures forever.

  

9
 the moon and stars to govern the night; His love endures forever.

  

10
 to him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt His love endures forever.

  

11
 and brought Israel out from among them His love endures forever.

  

12
 with a mighty hand and outstretched arm; His love endures forever.

  

13
 to him who divided the Red Sea asunder His love endures forever.

  

14
 and brought Israel through the midst of it, His love endures forever.

  

15
 but swept Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea; His love endures forever.

  

16
 to him who led his people through the desert, His love endures forever.

  

17
 who struck down great kings, His love endures forever.

  

18
 and killed mighty kings-- His love endures forever.

  

19
 Sihon king of the Amorites His love endures forever.

  

20
 and Og king of Bashan-- His love endures forever.

  

21
 and gave their land as an inheritance, His love endures forever.

  

22
 an inheritance to his servant Israel; His love endures forever.

  

23
 to the One who remembered us in our low estate His love endures forever.

  

24
 and freed us from our enemies, His love endures forever.

  

25
 and who gives food to every creature. His love endures forever.

  

26
 Give thanks to the God of heaven. His love endures forever. 
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My Next Step 
I want to live my life with an attitude of gratitude for all that God has done for me. 
 
I need to develop the habit of stopping and reflecting on all that God has done as part of my daily 
quiet time. 


