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Songs of Summer II 
“Like Incense / Sometimes by Step” 

August 11, 2014 
  
 “May my prayer like incense rise before You.” 
 
Our PRAYERS RISING before God like incense are an AROMA THAT IS PLEASING to God 
comes from Old Testament law 
 
Exodus 30:1; 6-10 (page 61)  --  NIV 1”Make an altar of acacia wood for burning incense… 
6Put the altar in front of the curtain that shields the ark of the covenant law – before the atonement 
cover that is over the tables of the covenant law – where I will meet with you… 
8“Aaron must burn fragrant incense on the altar every morning when he tends the lamps.  9Do not 
offer on this altar any other incense or any burnt offering or grain offering, and do not pour a drink 
offering on it.  10Once a year Aaron shall make atonement on its horns.  This annual atonement must 
be made with the blood of the atoning sin offering for the generations to come.  It is most holy to the 
Lord.” 
 
God is looking for people to ADMIT THEY NEED HIM—Priests would PRAY FOR THE SINS of 
themselves and the nation 
 
Desperate pleas for God, prayers of PRAISE, prayers of FORGIVENESS, and prayers of 
THANKSGIVING are all offered up to God 
 
Luke 1:8-10 (page 710)  --  NIV 8Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as 
priest before God, 9he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the 
temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the 
assembled worshipers were praying outside.  
 
Revelation 5:8 (page 851)  --  NIV 8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb.  Each one had a harp and they were holding golden 
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. 
 
Revelation 8:3-5 (page 853)  --  NIV 3Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at 
the altar.  He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all God’s people, on the golden 
altar in front of the throne.  4The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of God’s people, 
went up before God from the angel’s hand.  5Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the 
altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and 
an earthquake. 
 
We need to REALIZE that our PRAYERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
 
We also have the SACRIFICE offered—Most of us know this idea of LIFITNG OUR HANDS in 
total surrender—This is surrender not only to GOD’S WILL, but His TIMING AND WAYS 
 
1 Timothy 2:1-2 (page 823)  --  NIV 1I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people— 2for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful 
and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 
 
These verses encourage the believer to EARNESTLY pray always FOR ALL MEN, but most 
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importantly of all, when we approach the THRONE room of God at any time, we must COME 
PROPERLY 
 
1 Timothy 2:3-8 (page 823)  --  NIV 3This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4who wants all 
people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God and one mediator 
between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This 
has now been witnessed to at the proper time. 7And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an 
apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—and a true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles.  
8Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or disputing.  
 
Never come to Him with a long laundry list of SELFISH WANTS and NEEDS.  
 
Psalm 119:1-16 (page 429)  --  NIV 1Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, who walk 
according to the law of the Lord. 2Blessed are those who keep his statutes and seek him with all their 
heart— 3they do no wrong but follow his ways. 4You have laid down precepts that are to be fully 
obeyed. 5Oh, that my ways were steadfast in obeying your decrees! 6Then I would not be put to 
shame when I consider all your commands. 7I will praise you with an upright heart as I learn your 
righteous laws. 8I will obey your decrees; do not utterly forsake me. 9How can a young person stay on 
the path of purity?  By living according to your word. 10I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray 
from your commands. 11I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 12Praise 
be to you, Lord; teach me your decrees.  13With my lips I recount all the laws that come from your 
mouth. 14I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches. 15I meditate on your 
precepts and consider your ways. 16I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word.  
 
Sanctification simply means we SEPARATE FROM the world and are SET APART TO SERVE 
God 
 
Matthew 7:13-14 (page 673)  --  NIV 13“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and 
broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14But small is the gate and 
narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 
 
Matthew 11:28-30 (page 677)  --  NIV 28“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
  
1 Peter 2:21 (page 840)  --  NIV 21To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 
 
We are TOUCHING HEAVEN and CHANGING EARTH 
 
It does mean that our PRAYERS MATTER 
My Next Step 
I must believe God in prayer and praise, knowing He hears me and responds. 
  
I will continue to praise God, despite my present situation.  Believing in faith God knows my 
circumstances. 
 


