
Songs of Summer II -- “Desert Song” -- August 18, 2013 
  
DESERT (season of dryness, lack of direction, unfamiliar): 

Indicators that you might be in this season: 

 CONFUSION 

 Feeling STALLED 

 “Where is God?” 

 “I’ve come this far for this?” 
 

It was NEVER INTENDED as their DESTINY, but a place that they were TRAVELING 
THROUGH to get to their destiny 

 
Remember in this SEASON: The desert is to be expected when God calls us from 
SLAVERY to DESTINY 

 
FIRE (season of personal trial): 

Indicators that you might be in this season: 

 FEELING PRESSED, strained sifted 

 Out of your comfort zone 

 Personal trials should not be confused with the CONSEQUENCES OF SIN 
and/or poor decisions 

 
Daniel 3:1–30 (page 617) (NIV)  3 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits 

high and six cubits wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 He 

then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates 

and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. 3 So 

the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other 

provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had 

set up, and they stood before it. 4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of 

every language, this is what you are commanded to do: 5 As soon as you hear the sound of 

the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship 

the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and 

worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 7 Therefore, as soon as they heard 

the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the nations and 

peoples of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King 

Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  8 At this time some astrologers  came forward and denounced 

the Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live forever! 10 Your Majesty has 

issued a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe 

and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, 11 and that whoever does 

not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. 12 But there are some Jews 

whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego—who pay no attention to you, Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor 

worship the image of gold you have set up.”  13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar 

summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, 



14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you 

do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now when you hear the 

sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall 

down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be 

thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my 

hand?”  16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do 

not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing 

furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your 

Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will 

not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”  19 Then Nebuchadnezzar 

was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. 

He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the 

strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them 

into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other 

clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so 

urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing 

furnace. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his 

advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?”  They replied, 

“Certainly, Your Majesty.”  25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, 

unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”  26 Nebuchadnezzar 

then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!”  So Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers 

crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of 

their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.  
28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 

who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s 

command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except 

their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say 

anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their 

houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”  30 Then the king 

promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.  

 
1 Peter 1:3–9 (page 839) (NIV) 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 

his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 

inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the 

coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly 

rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 
7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, 



which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus 

Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do 

not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for 

you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

 
Job 23:10–12 (page 365) (NIV)   10 But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, 

I will come forth as gold.  11 My feet have closely followed his steps; I have kept to his way 

without turning aside. 12 I have not departed from the commands of his lips;  I have treasured 

the words of his mouth more than my daily bread. Let’s look at one of the most mis-applied 

Scriptures in the New Testament. 

 
1 Corinthians 10:13 (page 796) (NIV)  13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is 

common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can 

bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.  

 
BATTLE (Season of spiritual warfare, being attacked): As with most battles, they begin 
when the ENEMY CROSSES a “battle line” 

Indicators that you might be in this season: 

 WEARINESS (battle fatigue),  

 “Are you kidding me?!” 

 No patience 
Easily OFFENDED 

 
Isaiah 54:16–17 (page 516) (NIV) 16 “See, it is I who created the blacksmith who fans the 

coals into flame and forges a weapon fit for its work. And it is I who have created the 

destroyer to wreak havoc; 17 no weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will refute 

every tongue that accuses you. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and this is 

their vindication from me,” declares the LORD. 

 
HARVEST (season of blessing, abundance): 

Indicators that you might be in this season: 

 Things “FEEL” good 
 

Luke 12:16–21 (page 723) (NIV)  16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain 

rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no 

place to store my crops.’  18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and 

build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have 

plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” ’  20 “But God 

said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get 

what you have prepared for yourself?’ 21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things 

for themselves but is not rich toward God.”  



 
Philippians 3:12–14 (page 816) (NIV)  12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have 
already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold 
of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one 
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward 
the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  

  
Often times in the harvest season, while INITIALLY giving credit to God and singing 
His praises, we BECOME DEPENDENT upon things other than Him 

 
Job 19:23–27 (page 363) “Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a 

book! 24 “That with an iron stylus and lead They were engraved in the rock forever! 25 “As for 

me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will take His stand on the earth. 26 

“Even after my skin is destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall see God; 27 Whom I myself shall 

behold, and whom my eyes will see and not another. My heart faints within me! 1 

 
Psalm 63 (page 402) (NIV)  A psalm of David. When he was in the Desert of Judah.  
1 You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, in 
a dry and parched land where there is no water. 2 I have seen you in the sanctuary and 
beheld your power and your glory. 3 Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify 
you. 4 I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands. 5 I will be fully 
satisfied as with the richest of foods; with singing lips my mouth will praise you. 6 On my bed I 
remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night. 7 Because you are my help, I 
sing in the shadow of your wings. 8 I cling to you; your right hand upholds me.  9 Those who 
want to kill me will be destroyed; they will go down to the depths of the earth. 10 They will be 
given over to the sword and become food for jackals. 11 But the king will rejoice in God; all 
who swear by God will glory in him, while the mouths of liars will be silenced. 
 
2 Timothy 1:7–12 (page 825)  7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives 

us power, love and self-discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or 

of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He 

has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because 

of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning 

of time, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, 

who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
11 And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12 That is why I 

am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have 

believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until 

that day.  

 
 

                                                           
 



Isaiah 54:16–17 ((page 516) 16 “See, it is I who created the blacksmith who fans the coals 

into flame and forges a weapon fit for its work. And it is I who have created the destroyer to 

wreak havoc; 17 no weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will refute every tongue 

that accuses you. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and this is their vindication 

from me,” declares the LORD.  

 
Next Step: 
I need to recognize the indicators of a current season of life and respond accordingly. 
 
I need to be intentional about bringing my praise to God no matter what season of life I find 
myself. 


