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Expectations and Groups 

September 16, 2012 
 

Acknowledgement of Expectations-- 

When it comes to our DAILY LIVES, few things play a more crucial role in “how our day is going” than 

expectations 
 

Jesus’ Guidelines for Expectations 
John 10:7–10 (page 745)

 

7 
Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 

8 
All who have come before me 

are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 
9 

I am the gate; whoever enters through me will 

be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 
10 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 

have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.  
 

John 16:33 (page 751)
 

33 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take 

heart! I have overcome the world.”  

 

James 1:2–3 (NIV) (page 837)   
2 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
3 

because you know that 

the testing of your faith produces perseverance.  

 

John 10:10 (page 745) 
10 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

 

The point of this story that this verse is in the middle of is that the GOOD SHEPHERD HAS COME 

 

Jesus then goes on to say that, because He has come, we should EXPECT LIFE 
 
Romans 5:17 (page 783) 
17 

For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who 

receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, 

Jesus Christ!  

 

ABUNDANCE comes from the fact that He has come, that He has OVERCOME THE WORLD 
 

Healthy Group/Fellow Disciple Expectations-- 

Ephesians 4:11–16 (NIV) (page 812) 
11 

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 
12 

to equip his 

people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 
13 

until we all reach unity in the faith and 

in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 

Christ. 
14 

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by 

every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 
15 

Instead, 

speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, 

that is, Christ. 
16 

From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 

builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.  

 

Abundant life requires ACTIVE PARTICIPATION with other followers of Jesus 
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Things you should expect to give and receive in a group of Christ followers: 

 CONNECTION  

 DISCIPLINE and STRUCTURE  

 ACCOUNTABILITY 

 GRACE and forgiveness 
 

Next Step 

 I need to review my expectations and adjust them to be in line with the expectations that Christ has set for me. 

 I need to pursue a group of people to grow with and experience the abundant life that Christ promised. 

 I need to do a better job of giving and/or receiving the following: 

o Connection 

o Discipline and structure 

o Accountability 

o Grace and Forgiveness 


