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Luke 1:1-4 (page 714)  

NIV 
1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been 

fulfilled among us,
 2
 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses 

and servants of the word.
 3
 Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the 

beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus,
 4
 so 

that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 

 

John 20:26-31 (page 757)  
NIV 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was 

with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 

you!"
 27

 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into 

my side. Stop doubting and believe."
 28

 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"
 29

 Then Jesus told 

him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed."
 30

 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

recorded in this book.
 31

 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

Belief is a conviction that PRODUCES AN ACTION 

Faith is understood to be a belief regarding spiritual things that PRODUCES A PHYSICAL 

ACTION 
 

James 2:14-26 (page 848)  
NIV 

14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no 

deeds? Can such faith save him?
 15

 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.
 16

 If one 

of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical 

needs, what good is it?
 17

 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
 18

 But 

someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you 

my faith by what I do.
 19

 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-- and 

shudder.
 20

 You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?
 21

 Was not our 

ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?
 22

 You 

see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.
 

23
 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness," and he was called God's friend.
 24

 You see that a person is justified by what he does and 

not by faith alone.
 25

 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she 

did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction?
 26

 As the body without 

the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

 

Mental agreement with facts that do not CHANGE YOUR BEHAVIOR is in fact not a belief; it is a 

lack of faith. 

 

Hebrews 11:6 (page 843)  
NIV 

6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 

comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 
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Great faith is faith PLACED IN GOD Who is great. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 (page 805)  
NIV 

7 We live by faith, not by sight. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:18 (805)  
NIV 

18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what 

is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

 

Hebrews 11:1 (page 843)  
NIV 

1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 

not see. 

 

 

My Next Step 

 

I need to evaluate my beliefs and understand what really motivates me 

 

I need to make sure my beliefs are rooted in faith in Jesus 

 

 


