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Ephesians 2:8-10 (page 811)  
 8
 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God--
 9
 not by works, so that no one can boast.

 10
 For we are God's 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
 
 

 
CREATED IN HIS IMAGE 
Being created implies DIVINE INTENT and imparts to us unique and particular VALUE 
 
The destiny of God will be the hardest thing you have ever done and the greatest thing you have 
ever done.  It will not be one or the other – it will be both.  It will be the hardest thing you have 
ever done for it will require the death of your selfish nature and it will be the greatest thing you 
have ever done for it will provide for you the greatest sense of belonging and accomplishment 
imaginable.  You and your true destiny match perfectly. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-10 (page 811)  

NAU 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves, it is the gift of God;
 9
 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

 10
 For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would 

walk in them. 

 
HIS WORKMANSHIP 
All that is good in us is there BECAUSE OF GOD – we are His workmanship 
 
CREATED AND WORKED ON FOR GOOD WORKS  
We seldom stop to consider if what we are calling good ORIGINATED WITH US, for if it did it 
may not be GOOD AT ALL  
 

Philippians 3:2-21 (page 815)  2 Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of 

the flesh.
 3

 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in 

Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh--
 4
 though I myself have reasons for such confidence. 

If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more:
 5
 circumcised on the 

eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a 

Pharisee;
 6
 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.

 7
 But whatever was 

to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.
 8

 What is more, I consider everything a loss 

compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 

things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ
 9

 and be found in him, not having a righteousness 

of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ-- the righteousness that 

comes from God and is by faith.
 10

 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 

fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,
 11

 and so, somehow, to attain to the 

resurrection from the dead.
 12

 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, 

but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.
 13

 Brothers, I do not consider 

myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 

what is ahead,
 14

 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 

Christ Jesus.
 15

 All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you 

think differently, that too God will make clear to you.
 16

 Only let us live up to what we have already 

attained.
 17

 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according 

to the pattern we gave you.
 18

 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, 



many live as enemies of the cross of Christ.
 19

 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and 

their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things.
 20

 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we 

eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,
 21

 who, by the power that enables him to bring 

everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

 
What we have failed to do is to compare our lifestyle – EVERY ASPECT OF OUR LIFESTYLE – to 
the God designed and created lifestyle for which we were created and for which we were 
redeemed 
 
Walking in good deeds is replaced by VISITING GOOD DEEDS as the rare and exciting 
exceptions to our NORMAL ROUTINES AND LIFESTYLES 
 
Galatians 2:20 (page 808)  20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 

me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 
To be Christian is to trade WHATEVER THOUGHTS YOU HAD about yourself for whatever God 
IS SAYING ABOUT YOU 
 
The question is not one of have we been moral, or have we been conservative, or have we 
been generous, or have we been charitable.  The question is have we been OBEDIENT – where 
have we been walking 
 
How I respond to difficulty is probably very telling regarding where I am walking.  If I see 
hardships as things to be avoided at all costs or things I can point at as an indication of my 
great sacrifice beyond the sacrifice of others then I am wrong.  If I see hardships as simply part 
of the process by which good is often accomplished then I am closer to right.  And if I quit 
talking about it at all, having become concerned only with “Is this God’s will?” then I am right. 
 

Romans 5:1-5 (page 783)  1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
 2

 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 

which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.
 3

 Not only so, but we also rejoice in 

our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;
 4
 perseverance, character; and 

character, hope.
 5

 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by 

the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 

 
We are servants of the God Most High, not His CONSULTANTS 
 
DISCOVERING YOUR DESTINY 
Clue number one is whatever your destiny is it INVOLVES OTHER PEOPLE 
 
Clue number two is that your destiny—God’s workmanship in your life—is in Christ Jesus.  
Your destiny is inside His divine plan to REDEEM THE UNIVERSE FROM EVIL 
 
Clue number three, your destiny involves PERSONAL SACRIFICE for the salvation of others 
 
My Next Step 
I need to actively pursue the discovery of my destiny in Jesus. 
I need to sacrificially pursue the fulfillment of my destiny in Jesus. 


