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The Gospel of John 
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Part Three – Nicodemus 
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After giving us a historic perspective on the person and work of Jesus, John takes us to a 
conversation between Jesus and a VERY RELIGIOUS PERSON 
 
John 2:13- 25 (page 740) 
NIV 

13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
 14

 In the temple courts he 

found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money.
 15

 So he made a whip 

out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money 

changers and overturned their tables.
 16

 To those who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you 

turn my Father's house into a market!"
 17

 His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will 

consume me."
 18

 Then the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your 

authority to do all this?"
 19

 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days."
 20

 

The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?"
 

21
 But the temple he had spoken of was his body.

 22
 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled 

what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.
 23

 Now while he was in 

Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name.
 

24
 But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men.

 25
 He did not need man's testimony about 

man, for he knew what was in a man. 

 
When Jesus arrives at the place that should be celebrating the unseen eternal God, He finds that 
the whole place has become about what is TEMPORARY instead of what IS ETERNAL – Instead of 
being the place where the eternal impacts the temporary it has become the place that has 
corrupted the eternal by defining it by the temporary – And this is happening in the worst of ways, 
it is happening in the name of RELIGION 
 
Christianity is not a religion; it is a personal relationship with Jesus Christ that changes you so 
that you can change your world 
 
Religion is simply an attempt by people who are still mostly dead in sin to feel alive in a God 
looking way instead of in an OBVIOUSLY WICKED way 
 

Colossians 1:21-23 (page 821) 
NIV 

21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.
 22

 But 

now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without 

blemish and free from accusation--
 23

 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the 

hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature 

under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 

 

Colossians 2:16-23 (page 822) 
NIV 

16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a 

New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.
 17

 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, 

however, is found in Christ.
 18

 Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels 

disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual 
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mind puffs him up with idle notions.

 19
 He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole body, 

supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.
 20

 Since you died with 

Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules:
 21

 

"Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"?
 22

 These are all destined to perish with use, because they are 

based on human commands and teachings.
 23

 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their 

self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in 

restraining sensual indulgence. 

 
John 3:1-21 (page 740) 
NIV 

1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council.
 2

 He 

came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could 

perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him."
 3

 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the 

truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again."
 4

 "How can a man be born when he is old?" 

Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!"
 5

 Jesus answered, 

"I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.
 6

 Flesh gives 

birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.
 7

 You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born 

again.'
 8

 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 

where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."
 9

 "How can this be?" Nicodemus asked.
 10

 "You are 

Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things?
 11

 I tell you the truth, we speak of what we 

know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony.
 12

 I have spoken to 

you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?
 13

 No one 

has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven-- the Son of Man.
 14

 Just as Moses lifted up 

the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
 15

 that everyone who believes in him may have 

eternal life.
 16

 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 

not perish but have eternal life.
 17

 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 

the world through him.
 18

 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 

condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.
 19

 This is the verdict: 

Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.
 20

 

Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.
 

21
 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has 

been done through God." 

 
Nicodemus was existing with the fervent practice of GOOD RELIGION but he was just existing – 
Jesus had come to give him life – Nicodemus would have to be BORN AGAIN 
 
Your spirituality, your conformity to THE IMAGE OF JESUS, your being TRULY ALIVE because of 
believing in His name should be current, personal, and local 
 
CURRENT:  If your spiritual awareness is oriented to the PAST INSTEAD of the FUTURE, you are or 
are about to SUBSTITUTE religion for relationship 
 
PERSONAL:  Your life is changed BY YOUR CONFESSION not your relationship with people who have 
confessed 
 
LOCAL:  The verse does not talk about loving strangers FAR AWAY – It talks about loving brothers 
who ARE CLOSE 
 
 
 



3 
 
My Next Step 
I must not trade a relationship with Jesus for a religion about Jesus. 
 
Relationship with Jesus produces vitality.  I need to live a vital existence based upon a relationship with Jesus 
that empowers me to live significantly in the present, in every area of my life, positively affecting my 
surroundings. 
 
 

 


