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The Gospel of John -- Believing That We Might Have Life -- Part Five 
November 3, 2013 
 
John 20:30-31 NIV (page 757)  Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  
 
John 4:43-54 NIV (page 742)  After the two days he left for Galilee. 44 (Now Jesus himself had 
pointed out that a prophet has no honor in his own country.) 45 When he arrived in Galilee, the 
Galileans welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover 
Festival, for they also had been there. 46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had 
turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at 
Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to 
him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death. 48 "Unless you people 
see signs and wonders," Jesus told him, "you will never believe." 49 The royal official said, "Sir, 
come down before my child dies." 50 "Go," Jesus replied, "your son will live." The man took Jesus 
at his word and departed. 51 While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news 
that his boy was living. 52 When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to 
him, "Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him." 53 Then the father realized that this 
was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." So he and his whole 
household believed. 54 This was the second sign Jesus performed after coming from Judea to 
Galilee.  
 

OBEDIENCE is the harder part of faith  
 
John 10:37-38 NIV (page 748) 
Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father. 38 But if I do them, even though you do 
not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, 
and I in the Father."  
 
We have to go from being people who believe as long as there is POSITIVE DIVINE ACTIVITY 
(from our perspective) and become people who believe in the ONE WHOM THE FATHER has 
sent 
 
We go from being a person who believes in God as long as He DOES WHAT WE WANT or what 
EXCITES US to being a person who OBEYS GOD regardless of what He says 
 
Faith is not merely the ability to believe God CAN OR WILL do what I want — Faith is 
ultimately the ability to obey in the face of ADVERSE EMOTIONS and ADVERSE 
CIRCUMSTANCES 
   
 
 
My Next Step 
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I choose faith and not fear – Jesus can be trusted. 
 
I choose to obey rather than trying to find a way to be obeyed. 


