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Ephesians 2:11-22 (page 811) 
NIV 

11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised" by those 

who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the body by the hands of men)--
 12

 remember that at that 

time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the 

promise, without hope and without God in the world.
 13

 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away 

have been brought near through the blood of Christ.
 14

 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one 

and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,
 15

 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its 

commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making 

peace,
 16

 and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their 

hostility.
 17

 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.
 18

 For 

through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
 19

 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 

aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household,
 20

 built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.
 21

 In him the whole building is joined 

together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.
 22

 And in him you too are being built together to become 

a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

 

OBEDIENCE LEADING TO SUFFERING NOT BLESSING 

As much as anything else this difference between BLESSING IN THIS WORLD versus SUFFERING IN 

THIS WORLD is a huge part of the change in the wine and wineskins of how God is working out the 

salvation of humanity on this planet 

 

The old plan was an ethnic group of people whose obedience led to such amazing blessings that people were 

drawn to them so they could point them to God.  The new plan is an ethnically diverse group of people 

covering the planet that are living in humble obedience to God in the face of suffering for that obedience.   

 

Matthew 20:20-28 (page 685) 
NIV 

20 Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him.
 

21
 "What is it you want?" he asked. She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and 

the other at your left in your kingdom."
 22

 "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can you 

drink the cup I am going to drink?" "We can," they answered.
 23

 Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from 

my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have 

been prepared by my Father."
 24

 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.
 25

 

Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 

officials exercise authority over them.
 26

 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 

must be your servant,
 27

 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave--
 28

 just as the Son of Man did not 

come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 

 

Acts 1:3-8 (page 755) 
NIV 

3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. 

He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.
 4

 On one occasion, while 

he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 

promised, which you have heard me speak about.
 5

 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit."
 6

 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?"
 7

 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set 

by his own authority.
 8

 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 
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Part of the mystery of God that the disciples came to understand was that the Messiah had to come as a 

SUFFERING SERVANT like we read about in Isaiah 53 before He could return as the VICTORIOUS 

LORD like we read about in Revelation 19.   

 

Isaiah 53 (page 515) 
NIV 

1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
 2

 He grew up before 

him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
 3

 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, 

and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him 

not.
 4

 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten 

by him, and afflicted.
 5

 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.
 6

 We all, like sheep, have 

gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
 7

 He was 

oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 

before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
 8

 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 

And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of 

my people he was stricken.
 9

 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he 

had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.
 10

 Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause 

him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his 

days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.
 11

 After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of 

life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.
 

12
 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he 

poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made 

intercession for the transgressors. 

 

Revelation 19:11-16 (page 859) 
NIV 

11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and 

True. With justice he judges and makes war.
 12

 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. 

He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself.
 13

 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and 

his name is the Word of God.
 14

 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed 

in fine linen, white and clean.
 15

 Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. 

"He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.
 16

 

On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

  

What the disciples came to understand was that significant to what it meant to be a follower of Jesus was 

to follow Him in HIS SUFFERINGS while we wait for the time when He is revealed and we are 

REVEALED WITH HIM 

 

Romans 8:17-18 (page 785) 
NIV 

17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in 

his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
 18

 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 

comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 
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1 Peter 4:12-16 (page 841) 
NIV 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were 

happening to you.
 13

 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed 

when his glory is revealed.
 14

 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of 

glory and of God rests on you.
 15

 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of 

criminal, or even as a meddler.
 16

 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that 

you bear that name. 

 

1 Peter 2:19-23 (page 840) 
NIV 

19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of 

God.
 20

 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for 

doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.
 21

 To this you were called, because Christ 

suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.
 22

 "He committed no sin, and no 

deceit was found in his mouth."
 23

 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, 

he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 

 

Philippians 1:29 (page 815) 
NIV 

29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him, 

 

2 Timothy 3:12-13 (page 826) 
NIV 

12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
 13

 while evil men and 

impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

 

Romans 5:1-5 (page 783) 
NIV 

1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ,
 2

 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in 

the hope of the glory of God.
 3

 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that 

suffering produces perseverance;
 4

 perseverance, character; and character, hope.
 5

 And hope does not disappoint 

us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 

 

Jesus is our LEADER and our EXAMPLE not the law with its regulations or its promises 

 

My Next Step 

I need to change the fundamental question of my life from things like “does this feel good” or “is this 

fair” to the one important question of “am I obeying God right now.” 

 

I need to change my response to suffering – when I am suffering in obedience to God not suffering for 

my mistakes – to a more Biblical perspective. 

 


