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Ephesians 3:1-15 (page 812) 
NIV 

1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles--
 2
 Surely you have 

heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to me for you,
 3
 that is, the mystery made 

known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly.
 4

 In reading this, then, you will be able to 

understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,
 5
 which was not made known to men in other 

generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets.
 6

 This 

mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one 

body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
 7

 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift 

of God's grace given me through the working of his power.
 8
 Although I am less than the least of all 

God's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,
 9
 and 

to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in 

God, who created all things.
 10

 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of 

God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,
 11

 according to his 

eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.
 12

 In him and through faith in him we 

may approach God with freedom and confidence.
 13

 I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because 

of my sufferings for you, which are your glory.
 14

 For this reason I kneel before the Father,
 15

 from 

whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 

 
Paul’s Perspective on his INCARCERATION 
 

Ephesians 3:1 (page 812) 
NIV 

1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles- 

 

Ephesians 3:13 (page 812) 
NIV 

13 I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are your 

glory. 

 
One thing he does not say is that he is a prisoner of THE ROMANS 
 
Another thing he does not say is that he is in jail because of the prejudice, anger, and 
manipulation of the Roman judicial system BY THE JEWS 
 
Philippians 1:14-21 (page 814) 
NIV 

14 Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word 

of God more courageously and fearlessly.
 15

 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, 

but others out of goodwill.
 16

 The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the 

gospel.
 17

 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir 

up trouble for me while I am in chains.
 18

 But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every 

way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I 

will continue to rejoice,
 19

 for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus 
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Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.

 20
 I eagerly expect and hope that I 

will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be 

exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.
 21

 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

 

Colossians 1:24-29 (page 817) 
NIV 

24 Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in 

regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.
 25

 I have become its servant 

by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness--
 26

 the mystery that 

has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints.
 27

 To them God has 

chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, 

the hope of glory.
 28

 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we 

may present everyone perfect in Christ.
 29

 To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so 

powerfully works in me. 

 
Paul understands that his life is lived in Christ – “TO LIVE IS CHRIST”—He also understood 
that rewards had more to do with eternity than events here on a daily basis – “TO DIES IS 
GAIN” 
 
Philippians 4:10-13 (page 816) 
NIV 

10 I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have 

been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it.
 11

 I am not saying this because I am in need, for 

I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.
 12

 I know what it is to be in need, and I know 

what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether 

well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.
 13

 I can do everything through him who gives 

me strength. 

 
Here is this unique perspective of the Apostles; what they do they do because of their 
commitment to JESUS and to their part in participating IN HIS MISSION—They clearly 
understand their reward to be IN HEAVEN, they clearly anticipate SUFFERING AND 
REJECTION along the way from a godless world, and yet they firmly believe that God will 
provide them with strength and provision (BLESSINGS) along the way 
 
Instead of perceiving blessings as provision along the way while getting the MISSION 
ACCOMPLISHED – we have decided that the blessings ARE THE POINT 
 
Paul’s Perspective on the CHURCH 
 

Ephesians 3:10-11 (page 812) 
NIV 

10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made 

known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,
 11

 according to his eternal purpose which he 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
When we consider the church we think of the BUSINESS MODEL, the PHYSICAL FACILITIES, 
the quality of its PROGRAMMING, and the people who SIT AROUND US 
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To Paul the Church was a living spiritual ETERNAL REALITY through which God is showing 
to the universe – the things we see and the spiritual beings we do not see – His GRACE, love, 
MERCY, power, and THE MYSTERY of a plan that even angels could not anticipate or 
understand 
 
Never let your life be reduced to the THINGS OF THIS WORLD. Impact this world with the 
things of ETERNITY 
 
My Next Step 
 
I need to move my focus (my point of perspective) from “is this comfortable” to “is this obedient?” 
 
I need to remember that the Church is greater than what I see and participate in locally.  It is a 
unique part of God’s eternal plan. 
 

I need to discover my part in God’s eternal plan. 
 


