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The Gospel of John 
Believing That We Might Have Life 
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December 8, 2013 

 
John chapters 7 & 8 record Jesus passionately APPEALING TO THE CROWD and aggressively 
CONFRONTING THOSE who had decided to oppose Him and who were plotting His death 
 
John 7:14-26 (page 745)  Not until halfway through the festival did Jesus go up to the temple 
courts and begin to teach. 15 The Jews there were amazed and asked, "How did this man get 
such learning without having been taught?" 16 Jesus answered, "My teaching is not my own. It 
comes from the one who sent me. 17 Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out 
whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 18 Whoever speaks on 
their own does so to gain personal glory, but he who seeks the glory of the one who sent him 
is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not 
one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?" 20 "You are demon-possessed," the 
crowd answered. "Who is trying to kill you?" 21 Jesus said to them, "I did one miracle, and you 
are all amazed. 22 Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come 
from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a boy on the Sabbath. 23 Now if a boy can 
be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why are you 
angry with me for healing a man's whole body on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere 
appearances, but instead judge correctly." 25 At that point some of the people of Jerusalem 
began to ask, "Isn't this the man they are trying to kill? 26 Here he is, speaking publicly, and 
they are not saying a word to him. Have the authorities really concluded that he is the 
Messiah?  
 
Jesus challenges the teachers of the Law and says if it is ok to violate the Sabbath to “heal” 
one part of the body why was it not then acceptable to HEAL THE ENTIRE BODY on the 
Sabbath 
 
Matthew 12:9-14 (page 683)  Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 10 and a 
man with a shriveled hand was there. Looking for a reason to bring charges against Jesus, they 
asked him, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?" 11 He said to them, "If any of you has a sheep 
and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out? 12 How much 
more valuable is a person than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath." 13 

Then he said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." So he stretched it out and it was completely 
restored, just as sound as the other. 14 But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might 
kill Jesus.  
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John 8:31-32 (page 746)  To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free."  
 
Truth is AVAILABLE and truth leads to FREEDOM — But the fact is that for most people the 
FACTS DON’T MATTER – What matters is what they want, what they want to do, and what 
their EMOTIONS tell them 
 
John 7:45-52 (page 745)  Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the 
Pharisees, who asked them, "Why didn't you bring him in?" 46 "No one ever spoke the way this 
man does," the guards replied. 47 "You mean he has deceived you also?" the Pharisees 
retorted. 48 "Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? 49 No! But this mob that 
knows nothing of the law-- there is a curse on them." 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus 
earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, 51 "Does our law condemn a man without 
first hearing him to find out what he has been doing?" 52 They replied, "Are you from Galilee, 
too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee."  
 
Many of our decisions are based on CONVICTIONS AND ASSUMPTIONS and they are carried 
along by EMOTIONS 
 
While emotions are real they are also often REALLY WRONG – YOUR EMOTIONS HAVE NO 
BRAINS so you have to think for them 
 
We are often outwitted by the DEVIL’S SCHEMES and that those schemes are deliberate 
attempts to CONFUSE AND COMPLICATE what is otherwise a very clear issue by the 
overwhelming plea to our emotions 
 
When you have a strong emotional response to situation, before you respond CHECK WITH 
THE VERSES THAT CHALLENGE THOSE EMOTIONS before you react 
 
John 8:51-59 (page 747)  Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death." 52 

At this they exclaimed, "Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so 
did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. 53 Are you 
greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you 
are?" 54 Jesus replied, "If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim 
as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I 
did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. 56 Your father Abraham 
rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad." 57 "You are not yet fifty years 
old," they said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!" 58 "Very truly I tell you," Jesus answered, 
"before Abraham was born, I am!" 59 At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid 
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himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. (John 8:51-59 NIV) Very truly I tell you, 
whoever obeys my word will never see death." 52 At this they exclaimed, "Now we know that 
you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever 
obeys your word will never taste death. 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, 
and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?" 54 Jesus replied, "If I glorify myself, my 
glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 

Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do 
know him and obey his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; 
he saw it and was glad." 57 "You are not yet fifty years old," they said to him, "and you have 
seen Abraham!" 58 "Very truly I tell you," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!" 59 

At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the 
temple grounds.  
 
 
My Next Step 
I need to evaluate my assumptions and convictions based on truth not how strongly I feel 
about them. 
 
I need to acknowledge the authority of God in every area of my life. 


