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1 John 1:1-4 (page 855)  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched-- this we 
proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and 
we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We 
proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. 
And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make 
our joy complete.  
  
John 1:14 (page 739)  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 
 
John describes the Christmas story from the ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE of heaven 
  
John 1:1-5 (page 739)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light 
of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  
  
We need to believe in the Word (Jesus) and the Holy Scriptures that speak of Him 
  
Colossians 1:15-20 (page 821) The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And 
he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 
dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all 
his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things 
on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
  
The Son of God is about to take on the form of the ones who had abandoned Him in 
their sin to REDEEM THEM FROM THEMSELVES  
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Philippians 2:3-11 (page 819)  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 
humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of the others. 5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as 
Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something 
to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature 
of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God 
exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and 
every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
  
The real point of the story is what happened IN HEAVEN that changed the EARTH and 
ALL OF ETERNITY 
  
John 1:9-17 (page 739)  The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to 
all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God-- 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's 
will, but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, "This is the one I spoke about 
when I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'") 16 Out 
of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
  
The remarkable part of the Christmas story is just how much GOD LOVES US 
  
1 John 3:16 (page 856)  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for 
us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 
  
1 John 4:9-10 (page 857)  This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
  
Romans 5:6-10 (page 785)  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, 
Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a 
good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now been justified by 
his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 10 For if, while we 
were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much 
more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
  
Romans 8:31-39 (page 787)  What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is 
for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us 
all-- how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any 
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charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one 
who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died-- more than that, who was raised to life-- is at 
the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 

36 As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered." 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
  
Courage, confidence, destiny, purpose, security – these are just a few of the things 
that come with THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS Jesus 
 
  
My Next Step 
Accept the gift of Christmas into my life and be transformed by it 
  
Stop trying to get external temporary things to make me happy and bring happiness to those 
around me because I am loved by the Christ of Christmas. 


