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Ephesians 4:1-6 (page 812) 
NIV 

1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.
 2

 

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.
 3

 Make every effort to 

keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.
 4
 There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you 

were called to one hope when you were called--
 5

 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;
 6

 one God and 

Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

 
Love expressed in the PRACTICAL ABILITY to get along is in fact the Scriptural teaching on 
what it means to be a TRUE DISCIPLE OF JESUS 
 

1 Corinthians 8:1 (page 795) 
NIV 

1 Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that we all possess knowledge. Knowledge puffs 

up, but love builds up. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 (page 798) 
NIV 

1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a 

clanging cymbal.
 2
 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 

I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.
 3

 If I give all I possess to the 

poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

 

Colossians 2:1-3 (817) 
NIV 

1 I want you to know how much I am struggling for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who 

have not met me personally.
 2

 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, 

so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the 

mystery of God, namely, Christ,
 3
 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 
We must not think in terms of either or – I must either love or have knowledge, I must 
either love or have manifestations – but rather think in TERMS OF BOTH and with one 
BEING GREATER THAN THE OTHERS 
 
Matthew 7:21-27 (page 673) 
NIV 

21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who 

does the will of my Father who is in heaven.
 22

 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we 

not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'
 23

 Then I 

will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'
 24

 "Therefore everyone who 

hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the 

rock.
 25

 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it 

did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.
 26

 But everyone who hears these words of mine 

and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.
 27

 The rain came 

down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash." 
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Clearly in the mind and teaching of Jesus OBEDIENCE IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN 
PERFORMANCE, and being known by Him is more important THAN DOING THINGS FOR HIM 
 
Jesus went on to say that the mark of our discipleship – the proof to the WORLD that we 
ACTUALLY ARE DISCIPLES and not just faking it – would be our LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER 
 

John 13:35 (page 749) 
NIV 

35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

 
John 17:20-23 (page 751) 
NIV 

20 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 

message,
 21

 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be 

in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
 22

 I have given them the glory that you gave 

me, that they may be one as we are one:
 23

 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete 

unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

 
Jesus prays that we MIGHT BE ONE 
 
Because of the high place of LOVE AND UNITY in the Kingdom of God and His Church, Paul 
directs us to make every effort to KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT 
 
The bond of this unity is PEACE 
 

Ephesians 4:4-6 (page 812) 
NIV 

4 There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you were called--
 5

 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism;
 6
 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

 
We must strive for unity even when facing the reality that not everyone WHO LABELS 
THEMSELVES A CHRISTIAN really is a Christian 
 
Matthew 13:24-30 (page 679) 
NIV 

24 Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in 

his field.
 25

 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and 

went away.
 26

 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.
 27

 "The 

owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the 

weeds come from?'
 28

 "'An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go 

and pull them up?'
 29

 "'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the 

wheat with them.
 30

 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First 

collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my 

barn.'" 

 
1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 (page 820) 
NIV 

11 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your 

hands, just as we told you,
 12

 so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you 

will not be dependent on anybody. 
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When we function IN AND WITH UNITY in the Church, people will hear more than just us 
and they will say SURELY GOD IS AMONG THEM 
 
My Next Step 
 
Confess and repent of my need to be heard, to be first, or to be in charge. 
 
Become more aware of the unity of Spirit and bond of peace and to pursue those things. 


